
 

Hilltop Fine Arts Academy Course Descriptions 
 

Academy of Instrumental Performance Course Descriptions 
 

Course Title: Instrumental/Percussion Performance Ensemble​ ​ .5 Semester Credit 
Prerequisites: Basic proficiency in an instrument is required. 
 
Music Ensemble provides a supportive environment for students who wish to experience the 
excitement and creativity of performing music as part of an ensemble while honing their 
individual skills and expanding their musical horizons. It offers students the opportunity to 
perform and study a wide variety of musical genres, including classical, contemporary, jazz, and 
popular music through an instrumental ensemble. Through regular rehearsals and guided 
instruction, students will develop their musical interpretation, improvisation, and ensemble 
coordination skills. The course culminates in live performances, showcasing the individual and 
the collective work of the ensemble. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop ensemble performance skills 
●​ Improve individual instrumental technique 
●​ Explore a diverse range of musical styles 
●​ Enhance sight-reading and musical interpretation abilities 
●​ Collaborate effectively in a group setting 

 

 
Course Title: Orchestra/String  Performance Ensemble​ ​ ​ .5 Semester Credit 
Prerequisites: Basic ability to read music is required 

Orchestra/String is open to violin, viola, cello, and double bass players of all skill levels, the 
ensemble emphasizes technical development, musical interpretation, and ensemble playing. 
Students will engage in regular rehearsals, exploring the roles of each instrument within the 
group and enhancing their ability to perform in harmony with others. The course culminates in a 
public performance, showcasing the collective work of the ensemble. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop skills in ensemble performance, including intonation, rhythm, and dynamics 
●​ Explore a variety of musical styles and genres specific to string instrumentation 
●​ Enhance individual technique and musicality through group collaboration 
●​ Improve sight-reading and listening skills within an ensemble context 
●​ Gain experience in performance preparation and presentation 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Course Title: Piano I​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit​
Prerequisites: None 
 
Piano I is designed for students with little to no prior experience playing the piano. This course 
covers the fundamentals of piano playing, including basic music theory, note reading, proper 
hand positioning, rhythm, and technique. Students will learn to play simple melodies, scales, 
chords, and progressions, as well as develop skills in sight-reading and ear training. Emphasis is 
placed on building a strong musical foundation, fostering creativity, and encouraging personal 
expression through music. Students will have the opportunity to perform individually and in 
small groups, allowing them to gain confidence in their playing abilities.  
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Learn the basics of piano technique, including posture, hand positioning, and finger 
movement. 

●​ Read and interpret music notation, including treble and bass clefs. 
●​ Develop rhythmic accuracy and timing through scales, chords, and simple pieces. 
●​ Understand and apply basic music theory concepts, such as scales, key signatures, and 

chord progressions. 
●​ Cultivate listening skills for musical interpretation. 
●​ Perform beginner-level piano pieces with expression and confidence. 

  
 
 
Course Title: Piano II​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit​
Prerequisites: Piano I or instructor approval 
 
Piano II is a continuation of Piano I, designed for students with foundational piano skills who 
seek to advance their technique and musicianship. This course focuses on more complex 
repertoire, intermediate music theory, and further development of sight-reading, ear training, and 
expressive performance. Students will explore a wider range of styles, from classical to 
contemporary, while learning more advanced scales, arpeggios, and chord progressions. Students 
will refine their technical skills, develop dynamic control, and improve their ability to interpret 
musical compositions with greater depth. Individual and group performances will provide 
opportunities for students to showcase their progress and gain confidence as musicians.  
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Master intermediate piano techniques, including complex fingerings, hand independence, 
and pedal use. 

●​ Read and interpret more advanced music notation, including multiple key signatures and 
rhythmic variations. 

●​ Explore intermediate music theory, including chord inversions, harmonic analysis, and 
modulation. 

●​ Develop advanced sight-reading skills. 
●​ Perform a variety of musical styles, including classical, jazz, and popular genres. 
●​ Demonstrate increased confidence and expression in both solo and group performances. 



 

Course Title: Ear Training I​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit​
Prerequisites: None 
 
Ear Training I is designed to develop students' aural skills, enabling them to recognize, 
understand, and reproduce musical elements by ear. The course focuses on the fundamental 
aspects of pitch, rhythm, intervals, and chords through both listening exercises and 
vocal/instrumental practice. Students will learn to identify and transcribe melodies, harmonies, 
and rhythms, enhancing their overall musicianship and ability to perform, compose, and analyze 
music. Students will engage in sight-singing, rhythmic dictation, and melodic and harmonic 
dictation.  
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop the ability to identify and sing intervals, scales, and basic chord structures. 
●​ Improve rhythmic accuracy and recognition through clapping and vocal exercises. 
●​ Transcribe simple melodies and harmonic progressions by ear. 
●​ Enhance sight-singing skills using solfège and other techniques. 
●​ Recognize and understand basic musical forms and structures through listening exercises. 
●​ Build a strong foundation for further study in music theory and performance. 

 
 
 
Course Title: Ear Training II​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit​
Prerequisites: Ear Training I or instructor approval 
 
Ear Training II builds upon the foundational skills learned in Ear Training I, guiding students 
toward more advanced aural comprehension and musicianship. This course focuses on refining 
the ability to recognize and transcribe more complex musical elements, including advanced 
intervals, extended chord structures, and intricate rhythms. Students will also improve their 
sight-singing using more challenging melodic material and work with multi-part harmonies and 
modulations. Students will deepen their understanding of melodic and harmonic progression in 
various musical styles.  
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Accurately identify and sing advanced intervals, scales, and seventh chords. 
●​ Transcribe more complex melodies and harmonic progressions, including modulations 

and non-diatonic chords. 
●​ Improve sight-singing skills with more challenging melodies in different keys and meters. 
●​ Recognize and reproduce syncopated and compound rhythms through dictation and 

performance. 
●​ Analyze harmonic progressions and voice leading in multi-part music. 
●​ Strengthen aural skills essential for advanced music theory, composition, and 

performance. 
 
 
 
 



 

Course Title: Music Theory I​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit​
Prerequisites: None 
 
Music Theory is designed to give students a comprehensive understanding of the fundamental 
concepts that shape Western music. This course covers essential topics such as notation, scales, 
intervals, key signatures, rhythm, harmony, and form. Students will learn to analyze and 
compose music using these principles, developing both their technical skills and creative 
abilities. Students will engage in composing, harmonizing melodies, and analyzing various 
musical works across different genres.  
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand and apply fundamental music theory concepts such as scales, intervals, key 
signatures, and chords. 

●​ Analyze musical structures, including melody, harmony, rhythm, and form. 
●​ Develop skills in harmonization and voice leading. 
●​ Compose simple melodies and harmonic progressions. 
●​ Enhance aural skills through ear training, including interval and chord identification. 
●​ Improve sight-singing abilities to connect theoretical knowledge with performance. 

 
 
 
Course Title: Music Theory II​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Credit 
Prerequisites: Music Theory I 
 
Music Theory II builds on foundational concepts introduced in Music Theory I, offering an 
advanced exploration of harmonic structures, voice leading, and form. Students will delve deeper 
into diatonic harmony, secondary dominants, modulation, and more complex chord progressions. 
The course also introduces chromatic harmony and analysis of classical and contemporary 
works. Students will refine their ability to analyze, notate, and create music with greater 
sophistication. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Deepen understanding of diatonic and chromatic harmony 
●​ Analyze and apply secondary dominants, modulations, and other advanced harmonic 

techniques 
●​ Develop proficiency in part-writing and voice leading 
●​ Enhance ear training with a focus on recognizing complex harmonic progressions 
●​ Explore musical form and structure in greater depth 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Course Title: Music History​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Music History offers an in-depth exploration of the rich and diverse history of music, from 
ancient times to the present day. Students will journey through key periods such as the Medieval, 
Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, Romantic, and Modern eras, learning about the evolution of 
musical styles, forms, and cultural contexts. By examining the lives and works of influential 
composers and musicians, students will gain insight into how historical events, societal changes, 
and technological advancements have shaped the development of music.  
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Gain a comprehensive understanding of the chronological development of Western music 
●​ Identify key musical forms, genres, and styles from different historical periods 
●​ Analyze the social, cultural, and political factors that influenced the evolution of music 
●​ Develop critical listening and analytical skills through study of representative musical 

works 
●​ Explore the impact of major composers and performers on music history 

 
 
Course Title: Music Composition/Songwriting ​ ​ ​ .5 Semester Credit 
Prerequisites: Basic knowledge of music theory and proficiency in an instrument or voice is 
required. 
 
Music Composition/Songwriting offers students a hands-on introduction to the art of 
composition and songwriting, providing the tools to create original music across a range of styles 
and genres. Students will explore key elements of melody, harmony, rhythm, and song structure, 
while also developing their own unique creative voice. Students will compose original works, 
both instrumental and vocal, and learn techniques for writing effective lyrics, arranging, and 
orchestrating. This course is ideal for aspiring composers and songwriters looking to express 
their creativity and craft original music. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop skills in composing original music and writing songs 
●​ Understand and apply key elements of song structure, melody, harmony, and rhythm 
●​ Explore lyric writing and its relationship to music 
●​ Learn arranging techniques and how to effectively orchestrate compositions 
●​ Refine compositions through peer review and guided instruction 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Course Title: Vocal Ensemble​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Semester Credit 
 
Prerequisites: Instructor placement approval required 
 
Vocal Ensemble provides singers with the opportunity to participate in a collaborative vocal 
ensemble, focusing on the preparation and performance of choral and small group works. 
Students will explore a diverse range of repertoire, from classical and contemporary choral music 
to jazz, gospel, and world music. Emphasis will be placed on vocal technique, blending, 
harmony, and ensemble dynamics, as well as performance skills. Through regular rehearsals and 
guided instruction, students will develop their musicianship and stage presence, culminating in a 
live performance at the end of the course. This course is designed for vocalists seeking to 
improve their individual proficiency, develop a deeper understanding of choral music, and gain 
valuable performance experience. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop vocal ensemble performance skills, including blending, intonation, and harmony 
●​ Explore and perform diverse repertoire from various genres and musical traditions 
●​ Enhance individual vocal technique within an ensemble setting 
●​ Improve sight-singing and musical interpretation abilities 
●​ Build confidence and stage presence through live performances 

 
 
 
Course Title: Professional Preparation for Music Career​ ​ .5 Semester Credit 
 
Prerequisites: Advanced proficiency in an instrument 
 
Professional Preparation is designed for advanced instrumentalists seeking to prepare for a 
professional career in music performance. Students will focus on honing their technical 
proficiency, artistic expression, and performance skills while learning about the practical aspects 
of building a successful career in the music industry. Topics include audition techniques, 
portfolio development, networking, and business management for musicians. Through 
masterclasses, individual coaching, and performance opportunities, students will develop the 
confidence and expertise needed for auditions, competitions, and professional engagements. This 
course is designed for aspiring professional musicians looking to bridge the gap between 
academic study and a successful career in the music industry. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Refine instrumental technique and musical interpretation 
●​ Develop audition and performance skills for professional settings 
●​ Build a professional portfolio, including resumes, headshots, and recordings 
●​ Learn about networking, self-promotion, and career development strategies 
●​ Gain practical experience through live performances and mock auditions 

 
 
 



 

Course Title: Capstone Project (Development and Graduation Exhibition)  
Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites: Instructor approval required 
 
Capstone Project is the culminating course for advanced arts students, allowing them to 
showcase their mastery through an individualized, large-scale performance or research project. 
Students will design and execute a personalized project that reflects their artistic growth, 
technical proficiency, and musical interests. Options include preparing a solo recital, conducting 
an ensemble, composing an original work, or completing a research project on a relevant topic. 
Throughout the course, students will receive guidance from faculty, engage in peer feedback, and 
present their project to an audience in a final performance or presentation. This course is 
designed for students nearing the completion of their studies to demonstrate their readiness for 
professional performance, teaching, or further academic pursuits in their chosen arts academy. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop and execute a comprehensive capstone project that reflects individual artistic 
and technical abilities 

●​ Apply advanced techniques and concepts in a professional setting 
●​ Enhance project management and self-directed learning skills 
●​ Present the final project in a live performance or academic presentation 
●​ Reflect on personal artistic growth and professional development 

 
 
Course Title: Repertoire​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites:  Instructor approval required 
 
Repertoire is designed for an instructor to critique and mentor students who are close to or at 
performance level. The instructor gives technical and/or advice and the audience learns by 
listening, observing, and applying any suggestions to their own practice.  
 
 
Course Title: Master Class Seminar​ ​ ​ ​ Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites:  Instructor approval required 

This advanced seminar is designed for students, artists, and creatives seeking to refine their craft 
through in-depth exploration of artistic techniques, conceptual development, and professional 
practices. Each session features guest speakers, guest artists to conduct expert-led discussions, 
hands-on workshops, and critiques, allowing students to engage with various art forms and 
professionals. Through guided projects and mentorship, students will push the boundaries of 
their artistic expression while building a portfolio and gaining insights. The seminar also 
emphasizes  networking, development, and expansion of their craft.  



 

Academy for Vocal Performance Course Descriptions 
 
 
Course Title: Vocal Performance Ensemble​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Semester Credit 
Prerequisites: Instructor placement approval required 
 
Vocal Ensemble provides singers with the opportunity to participate in a collaborative vocal 
ensemble, focusing on the preparation and performance of choral and small group works. 
Students will explore a diverse range of repertoire, from classical and contemporary choral music 
to jazz, gospel, and world music. Emphasis will be placed on vocal technique, blending, 
harmony, and ensemble dynamics, as well as performance skills. Through regular rehearsals and 
guided instruction, students will develop their musicianship and stage presence, culminating in a 
live performance at the end of the course. This course is designed for vocalists seeking to 
improve their individual proficiency, develop a deeper understanding of choral music, and gain 
valuable performance experience. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop vocal ensemble performance skills, including blending, intonation, and harmony 
●​ Explore and perform diverse repertoire from various genres and musical traditions 
●​ Enhance individual vocal technique within an ensemble setting 
●​ Improve sight-singing and musical interpretation abilities 
●​ Build confidence and stage presence through live performances 

 
 
Course Title: Piano I​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit​
Prerequisites: None 
 
Piano I is designed for students with little to no prior experience playing the piano. This course 
covers the fundamentals of piano playing, including basic music theory, note reading, proper 
hand positioning, rhythm, and technique. Students will learn to play simple melodies, scales, 
chords, and progressions, as well as develop skills in sight-reading and ear training. Emphasis is 
placed on building a strong musical foundation, fostering creativity, and encouraging personal 
expression through music. Students will have the opportunity to perform individually and in 
small groups, allowing them to gain confidence in their playing abilities.  
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Learn the basics of piano technique, including posture, hand positioning, and finger 
movement. 

●​ Read and interpret music notation, including treble and bass clefs. 
●​ Develop rhythmic accuracy and timing through scales, chords, and simple pieces. 
●​ Understand and apply basic music theory concepts, such as scales, key signatures, and 

chord progressions. 
●​ Cultivate listening skills for musical interpretation. 
●​ Perform beginner-level piano pieces with expression and confidence. 

 



 

Course Title: Piano II​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit​
Prerequisites: Piano I or instructor approval 
 
Piano II is a continuation of Piano I, designed for students with foundational piano skills who 
seek to advance their technique and musicianship. This course focuses on more complex 
repertoire, intermediate music theory, and further development of sight-reading, ear training, and 
expressive performance. Students will explore a wider range of styles, from classical to 
contemporary, while learning more advanced scales, arpeggios, and chord progressions. Students 
will refine their technical skills, develop dynamic control, and improve their ability to interpret 
musical compositions with greater depth. Individual and group performances will provide 
opportunities for students to showcase their progress and gain confidence as musicians.  
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Master intermediate piano techniques, including complex fingerings, hand independence, 
and pedal use. 

●​ Read and interpret more advanced music notation, including multiple key signatures and 
rhythmic variations. 

●​ Explore intermediate music theory, including chord inversions, harmonic analysis, and 
modulation. 

●​ Develop advanced sight-reading skills. 
●​ Perform a variety of musical styles, including classical, jazz, and popular genres. 
●​ Demonstrate increased confidence and expression in both solo and group performances. 

 
 
Course Title: Ear Training I​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit​
Prerequisites: None 
 
Ear Training I is designed to develop students' aural skills, enabling them to recognize, 
understand, and reproduce musical elements by ear. The course focuses on the fundamental 
aspects of pitch, rhythm, intervals, and chords through both listening exercises and 
vocal/instrumental practice. Students will learn to identify and transcribe melodies, harmonies, 
and rhythms, enhancing their overall musicianship and ability to perform, compose, and analyze 
music. Students will engage in sight-singing, rhythmic dictation, and melodic and harmonic 
dictation.  
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop the ability to identify and sing intervals, scales, and basic chord structures. 
●​ Improve rhythmic accuracy and recognition through clapping and vocal exercises. 
●​ Transcribe simple melodies and harmonic progressions by ear. 
●​ Enhance sight-singing skills using solfège and other techniques. 
●​ Recognize and understand basic musical forms and structures through listening exercises. 
●​ Build a strong foundation for further study in music theory and performance. 

 
 
 



 

Course Title: Ear Training II​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit​
Prerequisites: Ear Training I or instructor approval 
 
Ear Training II builds upon the foundational skills learned in Ear Training I, guiding students 
toward more advanced aural comprehension and musicianship. This course focuses on refining 
the ability to recognize and transcribe more complex musical elements, including advanced 
intervals, extended chord structures, and intricate rhythms. Students will also improve their 
sight-singing using more challenging melodic material and work with multi-part harmonies and 
modulations. Students will deepen their understanding of melodic and harmonic progression in 
various musical styles.  
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Accurately identify and sing advanced intervals, scales, and seventh chords. 
●​ Transcribe more complex melodies and harmonic progressions, including modulations 

and non-diatonic chords. 
●​ Improve sight-singing skills with more challenging melodies in different keys and meters. 
●​ Recognize and reproduce syncopated and compound rhythms through dictation and 

performance. 
●​ Analyze harmonic progressions and voice leading in multi-part music. 
●​ Strengthen aural skills essential for advanced music theory, composition, and 

performance. 
 
 
Course Title: Music Theory I​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit​
Prerequisites: None 
 
Music Theory is designed to give students a comprehensive understanding of the fundamental 
concepts that shape Western music. This course covers essential topics such as notation, scales, 
intervals, key signatures, rhythm, harmony, and form. Students will learn to analyze and 
compose music using these principles, developing both their technical skills and creative 
abilities. Students will engage in composing, harmonizing melodies, and analyzing various 
musical works across different genres.  
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand and apply fundamental music theory concepts such as scales, intervals, key 
signatures, and chords. 

●​ Analyze musical structures, including melody, harmony, rhythm, and form. 
●​ Develop skills in harmonization and voice leading. 
●​ Compose simple melodies and harmonic progressions. 
●​ Enhance aural skills through ear training, including interval and chord identification. 
●​ Improve sight-singing abilities to connect theoretical knowledge with performance. 

 
 
 
 



 

Course Title: Music History​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Music History offers an in-depth exploration of the rich and diverse history of music, from 
ancient times to the present day. Students will journey through key periods such as the Medieval, 
Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, Romantic, and Modern eras, learning about the evolution of 
musical styles, forms, and cultural contexts. By examining the lives and works of influential 
composers and musicians, students will gain insight into how historical events, societal changes, 
and technological advancements have shaped the development of music.  
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Gain a comprehensive understanding of the chronological development of Western music 
●​ Identify key musical forms, genres, and styles from different historical periods 
●​ Analyze the social, cultural, and political factors that influenced the evolution of music 
●​ Develop critical listening and analytical skills through study of representative musical 

works 
●​ Explore the impact of major composers and performers on music history 

 
 
 
Course Title: Songwriting/Theory​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Semester Credit 
Prerequisites: Instructor approval required 
 
Music Composition/Songwriting offers students a hands-on introduction to the art of 
composition and songwriting, providing the tools to create original music across a range of styles 
and genres. Students will explore key elements of melody, harmony, rhythm, and song structure, 
while also developing their own unique creative voice. Students will compose original works, 
both instrumental and vocal, and learn techniques for writing effective lyrics, arranging, and 
orchestrating. This course is ideal for aspiring composers and songwriters looking to express 
their creativity and craft original music. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop skills in composing original music and writing songs 
●​ Understand and apply key elements of song structure, melody, harmony, and rhythm 
●​ Explore lyric writing and its relationship to music 
●​ Learn arranging techniques and how to effectively orchestrate compositions 
●​ Refine compositions through peer review and guided instruction 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Course Title: Dance Performance Ensemble​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Semester Credit 
Prerequisites: Instructor placement approval required 
 
Dance Ensemble provides an exciting opportunity for dancers to collaborate and create within a 
dynamic ensemble setting. Students will explore a variety of dance styles, including 
contemporary, hip-hop, lyrical, musical theater, and world dance forms, while focusing on 
developing their technical skills, artistic expression, and teamwork. Through regular rehearsals, 
students will learn choreography, refine their performance abilities, and participate in the 
creation of original works. Emphasis will be placed on collaboration, improvisation, and the 
creative process, culminating in live performances that showcase the ensemble's talent and 
creativity. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop technical dance skills across multiple styles 
●​ Enhance performance quality, including stage presence and expression 
●​ Collaborate with peers to create original choreography and group works 
●​ Engage in the creative process through improvisation and experimentation 
●​ Participate in live performances, demonstrating growth as a dancer and ensemble member 

 
 
Course Title: Acting I​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Semester Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Course Description: 
Acting I is an introductory course designed to immerse students in the fundamental techniques 
and principles of acting. This course emphasizes the development of skills essential for effective 
performance, including voice control, body awareness, improvisation, character analysis, and 
emotional expression. Through a combination of exercises, scene work, and collaborative 
projects, students will learn to connect with their characters and communicate authentic emotions 
on stage. The course will also explore the basics of script analysis and the importance of 
collaboration in performance.  
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop foundational acting techniques, including voice, movement, and improvisation 
●​ Enhance emotional expressiveness and the ability to inhabit a character 
●​ Learn to analyze scripts and understand character motivations 
●​ Collaborate effectively with peers in scene work and group exercises 
●​ Build confidence in public speaking and performance through regular practice 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Course Title: Show Production​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Semester Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Show Production is an in-depth exploration of the creative and technical aspects of live show 
production. Students will learn how to plan, organize, and execute live performances, including 
concerts, theater productions, and other events. Key topics include stage design, lighting, sound 
engineering, set construction, and production management. Students will gain practical 
experience in coordinating all elements of a live show, from pre-production to performance. This 
course is designed for students interested in the behind-the-scenes work of live performances, 
offering valuable skills for careers in the entertainment industry, event management, and 
technical production. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Gain a comprehensive understanding of the live show production process 
●​ Learn the technical aspects of sound, lighting, and stage design 
●​ Develop project management and organizational skills for event production 
●​ Collaborate with a team to produce a live performance 
●​ Understand the role of production in enhancing the audience’s experience 

 
 
 
Course Title: Professional Preparation for Vocal Career ​ ​ .5 Semester Credit 
Prerequisites: Advanced vocal proficiency  
 
Course Description: 
Professional Preparation is designed to equip aspiring vocalists with the essential skills and 
knowledge needed to launch a successful career in music. Students will explore various aspects 
of the vocal profession, including performance techniques, audition preparation, and the business 
of music. Topics covered will include vocal health, repertoire selection, marketing and branding 
for musicians, networking strategies, and the use of social media in promoting a musical career. 
Through practical workshops, individual coaching, and mock auditions, students will gain 
confidence in their performance abilities and develop a comprehensive plan for their professional 
journey. This course is designed for dedicated vocalists who are serious about pursuing a 
professional career in music and are eager to develop the practical skills necessary to succeed in 
the competitive music industry. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop and refine vocal performance skills tailored for auditions and professional 
engagements 

●​ Gain a comprehensive understanding of the music industry and the business side of a 
vocal career 

●​ Prepare a diverse repertoire suitable for various performance contexts and auditions 
●​ Learn effective self-promotion techniques, including branding and marketing strategies 
●​ Build networking skills and establish connections within the music community 

 
 



 

Course Title: Capstone Project (Development and Graduation Exhibition) 
Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites: Instructor approval required 
 
Capstone Project is the culminating course for advanced arts students, allowing them to 
showcase their mastery through an individualized, large-scale performance or research project. 
Students will design and execute a personalized project that reflects their artistic growth, 
technical proficiency, and musical interests. Options include preparing a solo recital, conducting 
an ensemble, composing an original work, or completing a research project on a relevant topic. 
Throughout the course, students will receive guidance from faculty, engage in peer feedback, and 
present their project to an audience in a final performance or presentation. This course is 
designed for students nearing the completion of their studies to demonstrate their readiness for 
professional performance, teaching, or further academic pursuits in their chosen arts academy. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop and execute a comprehensive capstone project that reflects individual artistic 
and technical abilities 

●​ Apply advanced techniques and concepts in a professional setting 
●​ Enhance project management and self-directed learning skills 
●​ Present the final project in a live performance or academic presentation 
●​ Reflect on personal artistic growth and professional development 

 
Course Title: Repertoire​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites:  Instructor approval required 
 
Repertoire is designed for an instructor to critique and mentor students who are close to or at 
performance level. The instructor gives technical and/or advice and the audience learns by 
listening, observing, and applying any suggestions to their own practice.  
 
 
Course Title: Master Class Seminar​ ​ ​ ​ Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites:  Instructor approval required 

This advanced seminar is designed for students, artists, and creatives seeking to refine their craft 
through in-depth exploration of artistic techniques, conceptual development, and professional 
practices. Each session features guest speakers, guest artists to conduct expert-led discussions, 
hands-on workshops, and critiques, allowing students to engage with various art forms and 
professionals. Through guided projects and mentorship, students will push the boundaries of 
their artistic expression while building a portfolio and gaining insights. The seminar also 
emphasizes  networking, development, and expansion of their craft. 

 

 
 
 
 



 

Academy of Dance Course Descriptions 
 
Course Title: Ballet Dance Ensemble​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: Basic dance experience or instructor approval required 
 
Ballet is a comprehensive introduction to the art of ballet, focusing on both technique and 
performance. Students will learn the foundational principles of ballet, including proper body 
alignment, posture, and terminology, as well as essential movements and positions. Through 
structured classes, students will engage in barre exercises, center work, and combinations across 
the floor, developing strength, flexibility, and musicality. Emphasis will be placed on the 
aesthetic aspects of ballet, fostering an appreciation for its history and cultural significance. The 
course will culminate in a performance, allowing students to showcase their skills and creativity. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand and apply the basic principles and terminology of ballet 
●​ Develop strength, flexibility, and coordination through structured ballet exercises 
●​ Enhance performance skills and stage presence 
●​ Explore the historical and cultural context of ballet as an art form 
●​ Participate in a final performance to demonstrate learned skills 

 
 
 
Course Title: Jazz Dance Ensemble​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: Basic dance experience or instructor approval required 
 
Jazz Dance is a comprehensive introduction to the art of jazz dance. Through rigorous training in 
various jazz styles, students will develop their technical skills, performance techniques, and 
artistic expression. The course will cover fundamental jazz dance vocabulary, isolations, and 
rhythms, as well as choreography that incorporates elements from classical jazz, contemporary, 
and street styles. Students will participate in regular rehearsals, focusing on teamwork and 
collaboration, and will have the opportunity to perform in showcases or recitals, highlighting 
their growth as performers. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop technical proficiency in various jazz dance styles and techniques 
●​ Explore the history and evolution of jazz dance as an art form 
●​ Enhance performance skills, including stage presence and musicality 
●​ Collaborate with peers to create and perform original choreography 
●​ Cultivate creativity and expression through improvisation and choreography 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Course Title: Dance Performance Ensemble​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Semester Credit 
Prerequisites: Instructor placement approval required 
 
Dance Ensemble provides an exciting opportunity for dancers to collaborate and create within a 
dynamic ensemble setting. Students will explore a variety of dance styles, including 
contemporary, hip-hop, lyrical, musical theater, and world dance forms, while focusing on 
developing their technical skills, artistic expression, and teamwork. Through regular rehearsals, 
students will learn choreography, refine their performance abilities, and participate in the 
creation of original works. Emphasis will be placed on collaboration, improvisation, and the 
creative process, culminating in live performances that showcase the ensemble's talent and 
creativity. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop technical dance skills across multiple styles 
●​ Enhance performance quality, including stage presence and expression 
●​ Collaborate with peers to create original choreography and group works 
●​ Engage in the creative process through improvisation and experimentation 
●​ Participate in live performances, demonstrating growth as a dancer and ensemble member 

 
 
Course Title: Choreography I​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Credit 
Prerequisites: Basic dance experience or instructor approval is required 
 
Course Description: 
Choreography is a comprehensive exploration of the art of dance choreography, guiding students 
through the creative process of developing original dance works. Students will learn various 
choreographic techniques, including the use of space, time, dynamics, and musicality, while 
drawing inspiration from different dance styles and cultural influences. Through a combination 
of movement improvisation, structured exercises, and peer feedback, students will refine their 
choreographic voice and develop skills in crafting compelling dance narratives. The course will 
culminate in a showcase of student-created works, allowing participants to present their 
choreography to an audience. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Explore foundational choreographic principles and techniques 
●​ Develop a personal choreographic style and voice 
●​ Create original dance pieces using improvisation and structured methods 
●​ Collaborate with peers to refine and present choreography 
●​ Gain experience in staging and performing original works for an audience 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Course Title: Choreography II​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Credit 
Prerequisites: Choreography I or instructor approval 
 
Choreography II builds on the foundational skills developed in Choreography I, focusing on 
refining creative processes and expanding choreographic vocabulary. Students will delve deeper 
into the intricacies of movement composition, explore more complex themes, and experiment 
with interdisciplinary approaches, including the integration of music, visual elements, and 
technology. Emphasis will be placed on producing longer and more sophisticated works, with 
attention to narrative development, collaboration, and staging. Through peer feedback and 
performance opportunities, students will further cultivate their choreographic voice and gain 
experience in directing rehearsals and working with dancers. This course is designed for 
advanced dance students or aspiring choreographers who wish to further develop their craft and 
prepare for professional choreographic endeavors. 

Course Objectives: 

●​ Refine and expand choreographic techniques and approaches developed in Choreography I 
●​ Explore advanced concepts of theme, structure, and movement innovation in 

choreography 
●​ Incorporate interdisciplinary elements such as music, lighting, costume, and multimedia 

into dance works 
●​ Collaborate effectively with dancers and other artists in the production of original 

choreography 
●​ Present and perform longer, fully realized choreographic pieces, receiving and applying 

peer and instructor feedback 

 
Course Title: Body Conditioning and Awareness for Dance​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Body Conditioning and Awareness for Dance focuses on enhancing the physical capabilities and body 
awareness of dancers through targeted conditioning exercises and mindful movement practices. Students 
will engage in a variety of techniques, including strength training, flexibility work, balance exercises, and 
body alignment practices specifically designed for dance. Emphasis will be placed on understanding 
anatomy, improving core strength, and developing overall body awareness to enhance performance and 
reduce the risk of injury. Through a combination of theory and practical application, students will learn 
how to care for their bodies, optimize their movement potential, and cultivate a deeper connection to their 
physical selves as dancers. This course is designed for dancers seeking to improve their physical 
conditioning, deepen their understanding of body mechanics, and enhance their overall performance 
quality through mindful awareness and targeted exercises. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Improve overall strength, flexibility, and balance to support dance performance 
●​ Develop body awareness and alignment through targeted conditioning exercises 
●​ Understand the anatomical principles that influence movement in dance 
●​ Enhance the ability to move efficiently and safely, reducing the risk of injury 
●​ Cultivate a mindful approach to movement that fosters a deeper connection to the body 

 



 

Course Title: Dance History​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Dance History is a comprehensive overview of the evolution of dance as an art form, tracing its 
development from ancient times to contemporary practices. Students will explore various styles, 
cultural contexts, and significant movements in the history of dance, including ballet, modern 
dance, jazz, hip-hop, and traditional folk dances from around the world. Students will gain 
insight into how historical events, societal changes, and cultural influences have shaped dance 
practices. The course will also emphasize key figures and groundbreaking works that have 
defined and transformed the landscape of dance throughout history. This course is designed for 
students interested in deepening their knowledge of dance history, enhancing their understanding 
of the cultural contexts that shape movement, and cultivating a greater appreciation for the art of 
dance. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand the historical development of dance across various cultures and time periods 
●​ Analyze the impact of social, political, and cultural factors on dance practices 
●​ Explore significant dance styles, movements, and choreographers that have shaped the art 

form 
●​ Develop critical thinking skills through the analysis of dance performances and literature 
●​ Foster an appreciation for the diversity and richness of dance as a global art form 

 
 
Course Title: Acting I​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Semester Credit 
 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Acting I is designed to immerse students in the fundamental techniques and principles of acting. 
This course emphasizes the development of skills essential for effective performance, including 
voice control, body awareness, improvisation, character analysis, and emotional expression. 
Through a combination of exercises, scene work, and collaborative projects, students will learn 
to connect with their characters and communicate authentic emotions on stage. The course will 
also explore the basics of script analysis and the importance of collaboration in performance.  
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop foundational acting techniques, including voice, movement, and improvisation 
●​ Enhance emotional expressiveness and the ability to inhabit a character 
●​ Learn to analyze scripts and understand character motivations 
●​ Collaborate effectively with peers in scene work and group exercises 
●​ Build confidence in public speaking and performance through regular practice 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Course Title: Vocal Performance Ensemble​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Semester Credit 
Prerequisites: Instructor placement approval required 
 
Vocal Ensemble provides singers with the opportunity to participate in a collaborative vocal 
ensemble, focusing on the preparation and performance of choral and small group works. 
Students will explore a diverse range of repertoire, from classical and contemporary choral music 
to jazz, gospel, and world music. Emphasis will be placed on vocal technique, blending, 
harmony, and ensemble dynamics, as well as performance skills. Through regular rehearsals and 
guided instruction, students will develop their musicianship and stage presence, culminating in a 
live performance at the end of the course. This course is designed for vocalists seeking to 
improve their individual proficiency, develop a deeper understanding of choral music, and gain 
valuable performance experience. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop vocal ensemble performance skills, including blending, intonation, and harmony 
●​ Explore and perform diverse repertoire from various genres and musical traditions 
●​ Enhance individual vocal technique within an ensemble setting 
●​ Improve sight-singing and musical interpretation abilities 
●​ Build confidence and stage presence through live performances 

 
 
 
Course Title: Show Production​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Show Production is an in-depth exploration of the creative and technical aspects of live show 
production. Students will learn how to plan, organize, and execute live performances, including 
concerts, theater productions, and other events. Key topics include stage design, lighting, sound 
engineering, set construction, and production management. Students will gain practical 
experience in coordinating all elements of a live show, from pre-production to performance. This 
course is designed for students interested in the behind-the-scenes work of live performances, 
offering valuable skills for careers in the entertainment industry, event management, and 
technical production. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Gain a comprehensive understanding of the live show production process 
●​ Learn the technical aspects of sound, lighting, and stage design 
●​ Develop project management and organizational skills for event production 
●​ Collaborate with a team to produce a live performance 
●​ Understand the role of production in enhancing the audience’s experience 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Course Title: Professional Preparation for a Dance Career​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: Advanced dance proficiency  
 
Professional Preparation for a Dance Career is designed to equip aspiring dancers with the 
essential skills and knowledge needed to succeed in the competitive world of dance. Students 
will explore various aspects of building a professional career, including audition techniques, 
portfolio development, and personal branding. The curriculum will cover topics such as injury 
prevention, nutrition for dancers, business skills, and the importance of networking within the 
industry. Through practical workshops, masterclasses with industry professionals, and mock 
auditions, students will refine their performance skills and develop a comprehensive plan for 
their dance careers. This course is designed for dedicated dancers looking to navigate the 
transition from training to a professional career, providing them with the tools and confidence 
needed to thrive in the dance industry. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop and refine performance skills tailored for auditions and professional 
engagements 

●​ Understand the business side of a dance career, including marketing, branding, and 
financial management 

●​ Prepare a professional portfolio, including resumes, headshots, and demo reels 
●​ Learn effective networking strategies and how to establish connections within the dance 

community 
●​ Gain practical experience through workshops and mock auditions 

 
 
Course Title: Capstone Project (Development and Graduation Exhibition) 
Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites: Instructor approval required 
 
Capstone Project is the culminating course for advanced arts students, allowing them to showcase their 
mastery through an individualized, large-scale performance or research project. Students will design and 
execute a personalized project that reflects their artistic growth, technical proficiency, and musical 
interests. Options include preparing a solo recital, conducting an ensemble, composing an original work, 
or completing a research project on a relevant topic. Throughout the course, students will receive 
guidance from faculty, engage in peer feedback, and present their project to an audience in a final 
performance or presentation. This course is designed for students nearing the completion of their studies 
to demonstrate their readiness for professional performance, teaching, or further academic pursuits in their 
chosen arts academy. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop and execute a comprehensive capstone project that reflects individual artistic and 
technical abilities 

●​ Apply advanced techniques and concepts in a professional setting 
●​ Enhance project management and self-directed learning skills 
●​ Present the final project in a live performance or academic presentation 
●​ Reflect on personal artistic growth and professional development 

 
 



 

Course Title: Repertoire​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites:  Instructor approval required 
 
Repertoire is designed for an instructor to critique and mentor students who are close to or at 
performance level. The instructor gives technical and/or advice and the audience learns by 
listening, observing, and applying any suggestions to their own practice.  
 
 
Course Title: Master Class Seminar​ ​ ​ Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites:  Instructor approval required 

This advanced seminar is designed for students, artists, and creatives seeking to refine their craft 
through in-depth exploration of artistic techniques, conceptual development, and professional 
practices. Each session features guest speakers, guest artists to conduct expert-led discussions, 
hands-on workshops, and critiques, allowing students to engage with various art forms and 
professionals. Through guided projects and mentorship, students will push the boundaries of 
their artistic expression while building a portfolio and gaining insights. The seminar also 
emphasizes  networking, development, and expansion of their craft. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Academy of Theater - Acting Course Descriptions 
 

Course Title: Acting I​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Semester Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Acting I is designed to immerse students in the fundamental techniques and principles of acting. This 
course emphasizes the development of skills essential for effective performance, including voice control, 
body awareness, improvisation, character analysis, and emotional expression. Through a combination of 
exercises, scene work, and collaborative projects, students will learn to connect with their characters and 
communicate authentic emotions on stage. The course will also explore the basics of script analysis and 
the importance of collaboration in performance.  
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop foundational acting techniques, including voice, movement, and improvisation 
●​ Enhance emotional expressiveness and the ability to inhabit a character 
●​ Learn to analyze scripts and understand character motivations 
●​ Collaborate effectively with peers in scene work and group exercises 
●​ Build confidence in public speaking and performance through regular practice 

 
 
Course Title: Acting II​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Semester Credit 
Prerequisites: Acting I 
 
Course Description: 
Acting II builds upon the foundational skills acquired in Acting I, offering students an opportunity to 
deepen their understanding of advanced acting techniques and character development. This course focuses 
on the exploration of various styles and methods of acting, including realistic, contemporary, and classical 
approaches. Students will engage in more complex scene studies, ensemble work, and character analysis, 
while refining their vocal and physical techniques. The course will also introduce students to the rehearsal 
process and performance dynamics, including working with directors and fellow actors to create cohesive, 
impactful performances. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Enhance character development skills through in-depth scene work and analysis 
●​ Explore various acting methodologies and styles, including realism and classical techniques 
●​ Develop a greater understanding of the rehearsal process and performance dynamics 
●​ Collaborate effectively with peers and directors in creating cohesive performances 
●​ Refine vocal and physical techniques to improve overall performance quality 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Course Title: Acting for TV, Film, Commercials, and Voiceover​ ​ ​ .5 credit 
Prerequisites: Acting II or instructor approval 
 
Acting for TV, Film, Commercials, and Voiceover provides an in-depth exploration of acting techniques 
tailored for television, film, commercials, and voiceover work. Students will develop on-camera presence, 
script analysis skills, and the ability to deliver authentic performances across various media. Through 
hands-on exercises, scene work, and industry-focused training, students will learn the differences between 
stage and screen acting, master audition techniques, and refine their voice for narration and character 
work. 

Course Objectives: 

●​ Adapt acting skills for television and film by mastering camera awareness, movement, and 
naturalistic performance styles. 

●​ Break down scripts for TV, film, and commercial work to create compelling and believable 
characters. 

●​ Learn effective audition techniques for different media, including self-taping, cold reading, and 
in-person casting calls. 

●​ Improve voice control, diction, and character development for voiceover work in animation, 
commercials, and narration. 

●​ Gain knowledge of the professional expectations for actors in TV, film, commercials, and 
voiceover, including etiquette, branding, and networking. 

 

Course Title: Acting for Mixed Media, Camera, and Improvisation​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: Acting II or instructor approval 
 
Acting for Mixed Media, Camera, and Improvisation explores the intersection of acting across various 
media, including film, television, digital content, live performance, and improvisation. Students will 
develop essential skills in on-camera acting, motion capture, voiceover, and interactive media while 
learning to adapt their performances to different formats. Through hands-on exercises, improvisational 
techniques, and scene work, students will build confidence, spontaneity, and versatility as performers. 
Emphasis will be placed on the ability to adjust to different production styles, collaborate with directors, 
and effectively engage with an audience in both scripted and unscripted settings. 

Course Objectives 

●​ Develop techniques for performing naturally and effectively for film, television, and digital platforms. 
●​ Adjust acting styles for different formats, including motion capture, virtual reality, voiceover, and 

interactive performances. 
●​ Strengthen spontaneity, adaptability, and creative problem-solving through improv exercises. 
●​ Apply script analysis techniques to deliver compelling performances across various media. 
●​ Utilize movement and vocal techniques to enhance character portrayal and performance consistency. 
●​ Learn to take direction, work within different production environments, and communicate effectively with 

creative teams. 
●​ Gain knowledge of the expectations and professional practices in film, television, and new media acting. 
●​ Explore techniques for acting in social media, web series, and online video formats. 

 



 

Course Title: Storytelling through Song​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites:  None 

Storytelling Through Song explores how music enhances and deepens character-driven 
storytelling. Blending vocal performance with acting technique, students will learn how to 
analyze lyrics as monologues, embody a character’s emotional journey, and deliver songs with 
dramatic authenticity. Whether working with material from musical theatre, film, or 
contemporary music, students will explore how to marry intention, objective, and emotional truth 
with vocal expression to create powerful, story-rich performances. 

Course Objectives: 

●​ Analyze songs from an actor’s perspective, identifying character, objective, subtext, and 
emotional beats. 

●​ Develop techniques to connect lyrics to truthful emotional experiences. 
●​ Learn to transition seamlessly between spoken and sung dialogue in character. 
●​ Use body language, breath, and movement to support vocal storytelling. 
●​ Explore repertoire across genres to expand versatility and depth as a performer. 
●​ Engage in scene/song work to build performance confidence and ensemble skills.​

 

Course Title: Film and Theater History​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Film and Theater History is a comprehensive overview of the evolution of film and theater, 
exploring their historical development, key movements, and significant contributions to culture 
and society. Students will examine the origins of theater from ancient rituals to modern 
performances, as well as the emergence of cinema and its transformation into a major art form. 
Through critical analysis of influential works, directors, playwrights, and actors, the course will 
highlight the interplay between film and theater and their impact on contemporary storytelling. 
The curriculum will include screenings, readings, and discussions that foster an appreciation for 
the artistic, social, and political contexts of both mediums. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand the historical development of film and theater as distinct yet interconnected 
art forms 

●​ Analyze key movements, styles, and significant works in both film and theater history 
●​ Explore the influence of cultural, social, and political factors on the evolution of 

performance and cinematic storytelling 
●​ Develop critical thinking and analytical skills through discussions and written 

assignments 
●​ Foster an appreciation for the artistry and craftsmanship involved in film and theater 

production 
 
 

 
 



 

Course Title: Script Analysis​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Script Analysis is a detailed exploration of the techniques and methods used in script analysis for 
theater, film, and television. Students will learn how to break down scripts to understand 
character development, thematic elements, narrative structure, and subtext. Students will develop 
the skills necessary to interpret scripts critically and gain insights into the intentions of the writer. 
The course will also cover various analytical approaches, including dramatic structure, character 
arcs, and the relationship between text and performance, enabling students to engage with scripts 
on a deeper level. This course is designed for students looking to deepen their understanding of 
scriptwriting and performance, as well as those aspiring to work in directing, acting, or 
screenwriting. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop critical reading and analytical skills for understanding scripts in depth 
●​ Explore the components of effective storytelling, including character, theme, and 

structure 
●​ Gain insights into the writer's intentions and how they translate into performance 
●​ Apply various analytical techniques to a range of scripts from different genres and 

periods 
●​ Enhance communication skills through discussions and presentations of script analyses 

 
 
Course Title: Stagecraft​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Credit 
Prerequisites: None  
 
Stagecraft is a comprehensive introduction to the technical and artistic aspects of stagecraft, 
focusing on the skills necessary for creating and maintaining theatrical productions. Students will 
explore the various components of stage design, including set construction, lighting, sound, 
props, and costumes. Students will gain practical experience in building and operating stage 
equipment, implementing design concepts, and understanding the workflow of a production from 
conception to performance. Emphasis will be placed on safety practices, teamwork, and 
problem-solving in a live theater environment. Additionally, the course will cover makeup 
techniques for various theatrical styles, including character makeup, aging, special effects, and 
basic application skills. Students will create original costumes and makeup designs for live 
performances, collaborating with peers to bring characters to life. This course is designed for 
students seeking to explore the technical side of theater, develop their creativity in design and 
construction, and gain valuable skills for future endeavors in theater production or related fields. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand the fundamental principles of stage design and production 
●​ Develop practical skills in set construction, lighting, sound design, and costume creation 
●​ Gain hands-on experience with stage equipment and tools 
●​ Collaborate effectively with peers to execute a complete theatrical production 
●​ Learn the importance of safety and organization in a theater setting 
●​ Understand the fundamentals of costume design and its significance in theater 



 

●​ Explore the techniques and principles of theatrical makeup application 
●​ Gain experience in designing and executing costumes and makeup for performances 
●​ Collaborate with peers to create cohesive visual concepts that enhance character portrayal 

 
 
 
Course Title: Theories and Concepts of Theater Directing​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: Acting I 
 
Theories and Concepts of Theater Directing is an in-depth examination of the theories and 
concepts of theater directing, focusing on the director's role in shaping a production from 
conception to performance. Students will explore a variety of directing methodologies and styles, 
studying the historical and contemporary influences that have shaped theater direction. The 
curriculum will cover key topics such as script analysis, character development, collaboration 
with designers and actors, and the use of space and movement on stage. Students will develop 
their unique directorial voice and approach, culminating in a final project that showcases their 
understanding of directing principles. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand the foundational theories and principles that inform theater directing 
●​ Analyze scripts critically to develop a directorial vision and concept 
●​ Explore various directing styles and the impact of historical context on directing choices 
●​ Develop skills in collaboration, communication, and leadership within a theatrical 

environment 
●​ Apply directing techniques through practical exercises and the staging of scenes 

 
 
 
Course Title: Dance  Performance Ensemble​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Semester Credit 
Prerequisites: Instructor placement approval required 
 
Dance Ensemble provides an exciting opportunity for dancers to collaborate and create within a 
dynamic ensemble setting. Students will explore a variety of dance styles, including 
contemporary, hip-hop, lyrical, musical theater, and world dance forms, while focusing on 
developing their technical skills, artistic expression, and teamwork. Through regular rehearsals, 
students will learn choreography, refine their performance abilities, and participate in the 
creation of original works. Emphasis will be placed on collaboration, improvisation, and the 
creative process, culminating in live performances that showcase the ensemble's talent and 
creativity. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop technical dance skills across multiple styles 
●​ Enhance performance quality, including stage presence and expression 
●​ Collaborate with peers to create original choreography and group works 
●​ Engage in the creative process through improvisation and experimentation 
●​ Participate in live performances, demonstrating growth as a dancer and ensemble member 



 

 
 
 
Course Title: Vocal Performance Ensemble​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Semester Credit 
Prerequisites: Instructor placement approval required 
 
Vocal Ensemble provides singers with the opportunity to participate in a collaborative vocal 
ensemble, focusing on the preparation and performance of choral and small group works. 
Students will explore a diverse range of repertoire, from classical and contemporary choral music 
to jazz, gospel, and world music. Emphasis will be placed on vocal technique, blending, 
harmony, and ensemble dynamics, as well as performance skills. Through regular rehearsals and 
guided instruction, students will develop their musicianship and stage presence, culminating in a 
live performance at the end of the course. This course is designed for vocalists seeking to 
improve their individual proficiency, develop a deeper understanding of choral music, and gain 
valuable performance experience. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop vocal ensemble performance skills, including blending, intonation, and harmony 
●​ Explore and perform diverse repertoire from various genres and musical traditions 
●​ Enhance individual vocal technique within an ensemble setting 
●​ Improve sight-singing and musical interpretation abilities 
●​ Build confidence and stage presence through live performances 

 
Course Title: Show Production​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Show Production is an in-depth exploration of the creative and technical aspects of live show 
production. Students will learn how to plan, organize, and execute live performances, including 
concerts, theater productions, and other events. Key topics include stage design, lighting, sound 
engineering, set construction, and production management. Students will gain practical 
experience in coordinating all elements of a live show, from pre-production to performance. This 
course is designed for students interested in the behind-the-scenes work of live performances, 
offering valuable skills for careers in the entertainment industry, event management, and 
technical production. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Gain a comprehensive understanding of the live show production process 
●​ Learn the technical aspects of sound, lighting, and stage design 
●​ Develop project management and organizational skills for event production 
●​ Collaborate with a team to produce a live performance 
●​ Understand the role of production in enhancing the audience’s experience 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Course Title: Professional Preparation for an Acting Career​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: Advanced acting proficiency  
 
Professional Preparation for an Acting Career is designed to equip aspiring actors with the 
essential tools and knowledge needed to navigate the competitive landscape of the acting 
profession. Students will explore various aspects of building a successful acting career, including 
audition techniques, industry standards, and the importance of networking. The curriculum will 
cover topics such as developing a professional portfolio, creating a compelling resume, preparing 
monologues, and understanding the casting process. Through practical workshops, mock 
auditions, and guest lectures from industry professionals, students will refine their performance 
skills and gain insights into the realities of the acting world. This course is designed for 
dedicated actors seeking to enhance their skills, build their confidence, and prepare for a 
successful career in theater, film, or television. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop effective audition techniques and prepare a diverse repertoire of monologues 
●​ Create and refine a professional acting resume and headshot 
●​ Understand the business aspects of an acting career, including casting calls and agent 

relationships 
●​ Gain practical experience through mock auditions and performance opportunities 
●​ Network with industry professionals and learn about various pathways in the acting field 

 
Course Title: Capstone Project (Development and Graduation Exhibition) 
Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites: Instructor approval required 
 
Capstone Project is the culminating course for advanced arts students, allowing them to 
showcase their mastery through an individualized, large-scale performance or research project. 
Students will design and execute a personalized project that reflects their artistic growth, 
technical proficiency, and musical interests. Options include preparing a solo recital, conducting 
an ensemble, composing an original work, or completing a research project on a relevant topic. 
Throughout the course, students will receive guidance from faculty, engage in peer feedback, and 
present their project to an audience in a final performance or presentation. This course is 
designed for students nearing the completion of their studies to demonstrate their readiness for 
professional performance, teaching, or further academic pursuits in their chosen arts academy. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop and execute a comprehensive capstone project that reflects individual artistic 
and technical abilities 

●​ Apply advanced techniques and concepts in a professional setting 
●​ Enhance project management and self-directed learning skills 
●​ Present the final project in a live performance or academic presentation 
●​ Reflect on personal artistic growth and professional development 

 
 
 



 

Course Title: Repertoire​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites:  Instructor approval required 
 
Repertoire is designed for an instructor to critique and mentor students who are close to or at 
performance level. The instructor gives technical and/or advice and the audience learns by 
listening, observing, and applying any suggestions to their own practice.  
 
 
Course Title: Master Class Seminar​ ​ ​ Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites:  Instructor approval required 

This advanced seminar is designed for students, artists, and creatives seeking to refine their craft 
through in-depth exploration of artistic techniques, conceptual development, and professional 
practices. Each session features guest speakers, guest artists to conduct expert-led discussions, 
hands-on workshops, and critiques, allowing students to engage with various art forms and 
professionals. Through guided projects and mentorship, students will push the boundaries of 
their artistic expression while building a portfolio and gaining insights. The seminar also 
emphasizes  networking, development, and expansion of their craft. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Academy of Theater  - Set Design & Theater Production Course Descriptions 
 

Course Title: Theater Production I​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Theater Production I immerses students in the collaborative process of producing a theatrical 
performance. Students will explore the various roles and responsibilities involved in theater 
production, including directing, acting, stage management, set design, lighting, sound, and 
costuming. Students will participate in the entire production cycle, from initial concept 
development and script selection to rehearsals and final performances. Emphasis will be placed 
on teamwork, communication, and problem-solving skills, as students work together to bring a 
play to life. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand the fundamental components of theater production and the collaborative 
nature of the process 

●​ Gain hands-on experience in various production roles, including acting, stage 
management, and technical design 

●​ Develop skills in script analysis, rehearsal techniques, and performance preparation 
●​ Foster effective communication and teamwork among cast and crew members 
●​ Experience the complete production cycle, culminating in public performances 

 
 
Course Title: Theater Production II​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Credit 
Prerequisites: Theater Production I  
 
Theater Production II builds on the foundational concepts introduced in Theater Production I, 
offering students the opportunity to engage in more advanced aspects of theater production. This 
course focuses on the practical application of skills in a collaborative environment, emphasizing 
the production of a full-length play or musical. Students will take on leadership roles in various 
areas, including directing, stage management, set design, lighting, sound, and costume design, 
while also honing their acting skills. Students will refine their abilities to work as a cohesive 
production team. This course is designed to advance practical experience in theater production, 
deepen their understanding of the collaborative nature of theater, and prepare for more 
specialized roles in future productions or related fields. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Participate in the production of a full-length theater piece, from pre-production through 
performance 

●​ Take on leadership roles and responsibilities in different production areas 
●​ Collaborate effectively with peers to create a unified artistic vision 
●​ Develop advanced skills in script analysis, rehearsal techniques, and performance 

preparation 
●​ Critically evaluate and reflect on the production process and individual contributions 

 
 



 

Course Title: Drawing and Drafting for Theater​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: None.  
 
Drawing and Drafting for Theater provides the essential skills and techniques for drawing and 
drafting in the context of theater set design. Students will learn the principles of two-dimensional 
design, including perspective drawing, scale modeling, and the use of drafting software. The 
curriculum will cover the basics of architectural drawing as it applies to set construction, 
including ground plans, elevations, and section drawings. Students will develop their ability to 
visually communicate their design ideas and collaborate with other production team members. 
Emphasis will be placed on translating creative concepts into practical designs that enhance the 
storytelling of a production. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand the fundamental principles of drawing and drafting as they relate to theater 
set design 

●​ Develop skills in perspective drawing and scale representation 
●​ Learn to create and interpret ground plans, elevations, and section drawings 
●​ Gain proficiency in using drafting software for set design projects 
●​ Collaborate effectively with peers to bring design concepts to life in a theatrical context 

 
Course Title: Stagecraft​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Credit 
Prerequisites: None  
 
Stagecraft is a comprehensive introduction to the technical and artistic aspects of stagecraft, 
focusing on the skills necessary for creating and maintaining theatrical productions. Students will 
explore the various components of stage design, including set construction, lighting, sound, 
props, and costumes. Students will gain practical experience in building and operating stage 
equipment, implementing design concepts, and understanding the workflow of a production from 
conception to performance. Emphasis will be placed on safety practices, teamwork, and 
problem-solving in a live theater environment. Additionally, the course will cover makeup 
techniques for various theatrical styles, including character makeup, aging, special effects, and 
basic application skills. Students will create original costumes and makeup designs for live 
performances, collaborating with peers to bring characters to life. This course is designed for 
students seeking to explore the technical side of theater, develop their creativity in design and 
construction, and gain valuable skills for future endeavors in theater production or related fields. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand the fundamental principles of stage design and production 
●​ Develop practical skills in set construction, lighting, sound design, and costume creation 
●​ Gain hands-on experience with stage equipment and tools 
●​ Collaborate effectively with peers to execute a complete theatrical production 
●​ Learn the importance of safety and organization in a theater setting 
●​ Understand the fundamentals of costume design and its significance in theater 
●​ Explore the techniques and principles of theatrical makeup application 
●​ Gain experience in designing and executing costumes and makeup for performances 
●​ Collaborate with peers to create cohesive visual concepts that enhance character portrayal 



 

Course Title: Advanced Stagecraft and Lighting/Sound Design​​ ​ 1 Credit 
Prerequisites: Stagecraft I 
 
Course Description: 
Advanced Stagecraft and Lighting/Sound Design is designed for students who wish to deepen 
their understanding and expertise in stagecraft, with a specific focus on advanced techniques in 
lighting and sound design for theater. Students will explore complex concepts in set construction, 
lighting theory, sound design, and technology integration. The curriculum will cover advanced 
topics such as the use of digital lighting control systems, audio engineering, soundscapes, and the 
integration of multimedia elements into live performances. Students will apply their knowledge 
to create innovative designs that enhance storytelling and audience experience in theatrical 
productions. This course is designed for students pursuing careers in technical theater, lighting, 
or sound design, providing them with the advanced skills and knowledge necessary to succeed in 
the theater set design and production industry. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Master advanced techniques in lighting and sound design, including digital tools and 
software 

●​ Develop skills in creating and implementing effective lighting plots and sound designs 
for various types of performances 

●​ Explore the artistic and technical considerations in integrating multimedia and special 
effects into live theater 

●​ Collaborate with peers to execute a complete production, focusing on design and 
technical implementation 

●​ Gain practical experience in troubleshooting and problem-solving within a live 
performance context 

 
 
Course Title: Vectorworks I for Theater Set Design​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Credit 
Prerequisites: None.  
​  
Course Description: 
Vectorworks for Theater Set Design introduces students to computer-aided design (Vectorworks) software 
as it applies to theater design, providing the essential skills needed to create detailed and accurate designs 
for stage sets, lighting, and other production elements. Students will learn the fundamentals of 
Vectorworks, including basic drawing techniques, dimensioning, and the creation of technical drawings 
and models. The curriculum will focus on practical applications within the context of theater, enabling 
students to translate their creative ideas into professional-quality digital designs. Students will gain 
experience in drafting plans, elevations, and sections that are critical to the production process. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand the fundamental principles of Vectorworks and its application in theater design 
●​ Develop skills in creating accurate technical drawings and models using Vectorworks software 
●​ Learn to draft ground plans, elevations, and section drawings specific to theatrical productions 
●​ Explore best practices for organizing and presenting design documents 
●​ Collaborate with peers on design projects to enhance teamwork and communication skills 

 
 



 

Course Title: Vectorworks II for Theater Set Design​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 
Credit 
Prerequisites: Vectorworks I for Theater Design 
 
Vectorworks II for Theater Set Design builds upon the foundational skills acquired in 
Vectorworks I, offering students advanced training in computer-aided design specifically tailored 
for theatrical applications. This course delves deeper into the complexities of set design, focusing 
on the creation of intricate 3D models, rendering techniques, and the integration of lighting and 
sound elements into design plans. Students will learn to utilize advanced Vectorworks software 
features to produce comprehensive technical drawings and visual presentations that effectively 
communicate their artistic vision. Emphasis will be placed on collaboration, allowing students to 
work together on larger design projects that reflect the interdisciplinary nature of theater 
production. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Master advanced Vectorworks techniques for creating detailed set designs and models 
●​ Develop skills in rendering and visualizing designs for enhanced presentation 
●​ Learn to integrate lighting and sound design elements into set plans effectively 
●​ Collaborate with peers on complex design projects, simulating real-world production 

environments 
●​ Enhance the ability to critique and refine designs based on feedback from instructors and  
●​ Classmates 

 
 

Course Title: Film and Theater History​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Film and Theater History is a comprehensive overview of the evolution of film and theater, 
exploring their historical development, key movements, and significant contributions to culture 
and society. Students will examine the origins of theater from ancient rituals to modern 
performances, as well as the emergence of cinema and its transformation into a major art form. 
Through critical analysis of influential works, directors, playwrights, and actors, the course will 
highlight the interplay between film and theater and their impact on contemporary storytelling. 
The curriculum will include screenings, readings, and discussions that foster an appreciation for 
the artistic, social, and political contexts of both mediums. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand the historical development of film and theater as distinct yet interconnected 
art forms 

●​ Analyze key movements, styles, and significant works in both film and theater history 
●​ Explore the influence of cultural, social, and political factors on the evolution of 

performance and cinematic storytelling 
●​ Develop critical thinking and analytical skills through discussions and written 

assignments 
●​ Foster an appreciation for the artistry and craftsmanship involved in film and theater 

production 



 

Course Title: Acting I​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Semester Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Acting I is designed to immerse students in the fundamental techniques and principles of acting. 
This course emphasizes the development of skills essential for effective performance, including 
voice control, body awareness, improvisation, character analysis, and emotional expression. 
Through a combination of exercises, scene work, and collaborative projects, students will learn 
to connect with their characters and communicate authentic emotions on stage. The course will 
also explore the basics of script analysis and the importance of collaboration in performance.  
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop foundational acting techniques, including voice, movement, and improvisation 
●​ Enhance emotional expressiveness and the ability to inhabit a character 
●​ Learn to analyze scripts and understand character motivations 
●​ Collaborate effectively with peers in scene work and group exercises 
●​ Build confidence in public speaking and performance through regular practice 

 
 

Course Title: Professional Preparation for Theater Set Design and Production      1 Credit 
Prerequisites: Advanced Theater Set Design and Production proficiency  

Professional Preparation for Theater Set Design and Production is designed to equip students 
with the skills and knowledge necessary for a successful career in theater set design and 
production. Students will explore the professional landscape of theater, focusing on the roles and 
responsibilities of set designers, technical directors, and production managers. The curriculum 
will cover essential topics such as project management, collaboration with directors and other 
designers, budget management, and industry standards. Students will develop a comprehensive 
understanding of the design and production processes from concept to execution. This course is 
design for students aspiring to pursue careers in theater set design or production management, 
providing them with the practical tools and insights needed to thrive in the dynamic and 
collaborative environment of live theater. 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand the professional practices and standards in theater set design and production 
●​ Develop skills in project management, including budgeting and scheduling 
●​ Gain experience in collaborating with directors, actors, and technical staff to realize a 

cohesive vision 
●​ Explore the use of technology and materials in set construction and design 
●​ Create a professional portfolio showcasing design work and production experience 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Course Title: Capstone Project (Development and Graduation Exhibition) 
Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites: Instructor approval required 
 
Capstone Project is the culminating course for advanced arts students, allowing them to 
showcase their mastery through an individualized, large-scale performance or research project. 
Students will design and execute a personalized project that reflects their artistic growth, 
technical proficiency, and musical interests. Options include preparing a solo recital, conducting 
an ensemble, composing an original work, or completing a research project on a relevant topic. 
Throughout the course, students will receive guidance from faculty, engage in peer feedback, and 
present their project to an audience in a final performance or presentation. This course is 
designed for students nearing the completion of their studies to demonstrate their readiness for 
professional performance, teaching, or further academic pursuits in their chosen arts academy. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop and execute a comprehensive capstone project that reflects individual artistic 
and technical abilities 

●​ Apply advanced techniques and concepts in a professional setting 
●​ Enhance project management and self-directed learning skills 
●​ Present the final project in a live performance or academic presentation 
●​ Reflect on personal artistic growth and professional development 

 
 
Course Title: Repertoire​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites:  Instructor approval required 
 
Repertoire is designed for an instructor to critique and mentor students who are close to or at 
performance level. The instructor gives technical and/or advice and the audience learns by 
listening, observing, and applying any suggestions to their own practice.  
 
 
Course Title: Master Class Seminar​ ​ ​ ​ Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites:  Instructor approval required 

This advanced seminar is designed for students, artists, and creatives seeking to refine their craft 
through in-depth exploration of artistic techniques, conceptual development, and professional 
practices. Each session features guest speakers, guest artists to conduct expert-led discussions, 
hands-on workshops, and critiques, allowing students to engage with various art forms and 
professionals. Through guided projects and mentorship, students will push the boundaries of 
their artistic expression while building a portfolio and gaining insights. The seminar also 
emphasizes  networking, development, and expansion of their craft. 

 

 
 
 



 

Academy of Cinematography and Film Course Descriptions 
 

Course Title: Film and TV Production I​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Film and TV Production I immerses students in the fundamentals of production for film and 
television. Students will gain hands-on experience in various aspects of the production process, 
including pre-production planning, scripting, cinematography, sound recording, editing, and 
distribution. ​ The curriculum emphasizes the collaborative nature of filmmaking, with students 
working in teams to produce short projects that allow them to apply their learned skills. Through 
lectures, workshops, and practical exercises, students will explore the technical and creative 
elements that contribute to successful film and television productions. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand the basic principles of film and television production, including the roles and 
responsibilities of each crew member 

●​ Develop skills in scripting, storyboarding, and shot composition 
●​ Gain hands-on experience in operating cameras, lighting equipment, and sound recording 

devices 
●​ Learn the fundamentals of editing and post-production techniques 
●​ Collaborate effectively with peers to plan and execute short film or television projects 

 
 
Course Title: Film and TV Production II​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  Film and TV Production I ​  
 
Film and TV Production II builds upon the foundational skills acquired in Film and TV 
Production I, delving deeper into the complexities of production for film and television. Students 
will engage in the full production process, from pre-production planning to post-production 
editing, with a focus on developing a polished short film or television episode. The curriculum 
will cover advanced topics such as directing, production design, advanced cinematography, 
sound design, and editing techniques. Emphasis will be placed on collaborative teamwork, 
allowing students to take on specialized roles while contributing to a cohesive production. 
Additionally, students will learn how to identify and target appropriate audiences, tailoring 
creative choices—such as tone, pacing, and visual style—to enhance viewer impact and 
engagement. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Expand knowledge of advanced film and television production techniques and workflows 
●​ Develop skills in directing actors and managing production teams 
●​ Gain experience in advanced cinematography, including lighting design and camera 

movement 
●​ Learn to design and implement soundscapes and music for film and television 
●​ Collaborate effectively with peers to produce a final project that showcases learned skills 

and creativity 
 



 

Course Title: Visual Storytelling for Film (mise en scène)​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Visual Storytelling for Film explores the art of conveying narratives through visual mediums in 
film. Students will learn how to utilize cinematography, composition, color theory, mise en 
scène,and editing techniques to create compelling visual narratives that enhance storytelling. The 
curriculum emphasizes the importance of visual elements in shaping audience perception and 
emotional engagement. Students will develop their ability to craft visual stories that effectively 
communicate themes and character arcs. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand the principles of visual storytelling and its impact on audience engagement 
●​ Develop skills in shot composition, framing, and camera movement to enhance narrative 
●​ Explore the role of color, lighting, and texture in conveying mood and emotion 
●​ Learn editing techniques that support and enhance visual storytelling 
●​ Collaborate on projects to create short films or sequences that effectively utilize visual 

elements to tell a story 
 
 
Course Title: Screenwriting ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Screenwriting  guides students through the fundamental principles and techniques of writing for 
film and television. Students will learn the essential elements of storytelling, including plot 
structure, character development, dialogue, and theme. The curriculum emphasizes the 
importance of formatting and industry standards, providing students with the tools to create 
professional-quality screenplays. Students will develop their unique voices and craft engaging 
narratives suitable for the screen. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand the basics of screenplay structure and formatting 
●​ Develop skills in creating compelling characters and authentic dialogue 
●​ Learn to construct engaging plots and themes that resonate with audiences 
●​ Analyze and critique existing screenplays to identify effective storytelling techniques 
●​ Produce original screenplay drafts and participate in peer feedback sessions to refine 

writing skills 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Course Title: Filmmaking I​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Filmmaking I provides students with a comprehensive overview of the filmmaking process, from 
concept development to post-production. Students will learn the fundamentals of visual 
storytelling, including scriptwriting, cinematography, directing, and editing. The course 
emphasizes hands-on experience, allowing students to collaborate on short film projects where 
they will take on various roles such as director, cinematographer, and editor. Through lectures, 
workshops, and practical exercises, students will gain the technical and creative skills necessary 
to bring their cinematic visions to life. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand the key elements of the filmmaking process and the roles involved in a 
production 

●​ Develop skills in writing scripts and storyboarding for visual storytelling 
●​ Learn the fundamentals of camera operation, lighting, and sound recording 
●​ Explore editing techniques and software to create coherent and engaging narratives 
●​ Collaborate with peers to produce short film 

 
 
 
Course Description: Filmmaking II​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Credit 
Prerequisites: Filmmaking I  
 
Filmmaking II builds upon the foundational skills learned in Filmmaking I, allowing students to 
deepen their understanding of the filmmaking process and refine their technical and creative 
abilities. This course emphasizes the development and production of a more complex short film 
or documentary project, encouraging students to explore advanced storytelling techniques, 
cinematography, sound design, and editing practices. Students will engage in hands-on 
production experiences, collaborating in various roles to execute their projects from 
pre-production through post-production, culminating in a public screening of their work. This 
course is designed for students to elevate filmmaking skills and gain practical experience in 
creating sophisticated film projects, preparing them for further study or careers in the film and 
television industry. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Advance skills in script development, character arcs, and thematic exploration for film 
●​ Master advanced cinematography techniques, including lighting setups and camera 

movement 
●​ Develop expertise in sound design, music selection, and post-production audio editing 
●​ Collaborate effectively with peers to manage all aspects of a film production 
●​ Critique and refine films through group discussions and feedback sessions, focusing on 

narrative and technical execution 
●​ Analyze and apply feedback from peer reviews, audience screenings, and focus groups to 

improve storytelling impact and production quality 
 



 

Course Title: Producing and Directing for Film and TV​​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: Filmmaking I 
 
Producing and Directing for Film and TV explores the critical roles of producers and directors in 
the creation of film and television projects. Students will learn the essential skills and techniques 
required to oversee all aspects of production, from initial concept development to 
post-production and distribution. The curriculum covers topics such as script analysis, casting, 
budget management, production scheduling, and directing actors. Students will gain practical 
experience in both producing and directing, culminating in the development and presentation of a 
short film or television project. This course is designed for aspiring producers and directors 
seeking to deepen their knowledge and expertise in the film and television industry, providing 
them with the tools necessary to bring creative visions to fruition. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand the distinct roles and responsibilities of producers and directors in film and television 
●​ Develop skills in script breakdown, budgeting, and scheduling for effective project management 
●​ Learn techniques for casting, working with actors, and directing performance 
●​ Gain experience in collaborating with various production departments, including cinematography 

and sound design 
●​ Produce and direct a short film or television project, applying learned skills in a practical setting 

 
​  
Course Title: Filmmaking III​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Credit 
Prerequisites: Filmmaking II  
 
Filmmaking III is an advanced course designed for students who are ready to create 
professional-quality films. This course emphasizes the full-scale production of a sophisticated 
short film, documentary, or television episode, with a focus on mastering the entire filmmaking 
process. Students will take on leadership roles in pre-production, production, and 
post-production while working with a crew to execute their vision. The curriculum explores 
advanced techniques in directing, cinematography, sound design, production management, and 
editing. Industry standards and professional practices will be integrated, preparing students for 
entry into the professional world of film and television. This course is designed for students 
aiming to enter the professional film and television industry, providing the experience and skills 
necessary to manage complex productions and create polished, marketable content. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Master advanced filmmaking techniques in directing, cinematography, and 
post-production 

●​ Develop professional-level skills in production management, including budgeting, 
scheduling, and logistics 

●​ Collaborate on high-level projects with peers, taking on leadership roles in various 
production departments 

●​ Refine storytelling abilities to create polished, engaging narratives for film or television 
●​ Complete a professional-quality short film, documentary, or television episode for public 

screening or festival submission 
 



 

Course Title: Film Marketing and Distribution​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: Filmmaking II​ 
 
Film Marketing and Distribution explores the strategies and processes involved in promoting and 
distributing films in today’s competitive marketplace. Students will learn how to create effective 
marketing campaigns, identify target audiences, and utilize various distribution channels, 
including traditional theatrical releases, streaming platforms, and film festivals. The course 
covers essential topics such as film branding, social media marketing, public relations, and 
negotiating distribution deals. Through case studies, industry guest speakers, and hands-on 
projects, students will gain practical insights into how to successfully market and distribute their 
films to reach a wide audience. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand the key elements of film marketing and the different stages of film distribution 
●​ Develop skills in creating marketing strategies, including trailers, posters, and social media 

campaigns 
●​ Explore various distribution channels, from film festivals and theatrical releases to digital 

platforms 
●​ Learn how to engage audiences and build brand awareness for film projects 
●​ Analyze successful marketing and distribution case studies from independent films to major 

studio releases 
 
 

Course Title: Professional Preparation for a Cinematography & Film Career 
.5 Semester Credit 
Prerequisites: Advanced Cinematography & Film proficiency 
 
Course Description: 
Professional Preparation for a Filmmaking Career is designed to equip students with the practical 
knowledge, industry insights, and professional skills needed to transition into the competitive film and 
television industry. The course covers career pathways in filmmaking, including directing, producing, 
screenwriting, and technical roles. Students will learn about building a professional portfolio, networking 
strategies, navigating film festivals, and pitching projects to potential collaborators or investors. Emphasis 
is placed on understanding industry trends, freelancing, and the importance of developing a personal 
brand. Guest speakers, industry panels, and workshops provide firsthand insights from working 
professionals. This course is designed for aspiring filmmakers ready to enter the industry and seeking the 
tools and strategies necessary to launch and sustain a successful career in film and television production. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand various career paths within the filmmaking industry and the skills required for each 
●​ Develop a professional portfolio, including reels, resumes, and pitch materials 
●​ Learn effective networking strategies and how to market yourself within the industry 
●​ Gain insights into navigating film festivals, production companies, and freelancing 
●​ Understand current industry trends and how to adapt to a rapidly evolving media landscape 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Course Title: Capstone Project (Development and Graduation Exhibition) 
Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites: Instructor approval required 
 
Capstone Project is the culminating course for advanced arts students, allowing them to 
showcase their mastery through an individualized, large-scale performance or research project. 
Students will design and execute a personalized project that reflects their artistic growth, 
technical proficiency, and musical interests. Options include preparing a solo recital, conducting 
an ensemble, composing an original work, or completing a research project on a relevant topic. 
Throughout the course, students will receive guidance from faculty, engage in peer feedback, and 
present their project to an audience in a final performance or presentation. This course is 
designed for students nearing the completion of their studies to demonstrate their readiness for 
professional performance, teaching, or further academic pursuits in their chosen arts academy. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop and execute a comprehensive capstone project that reflects individual artistic 
and technical abilities 

●​ Apply advanced techniques and concepts in a professional setting 
●​ Enhance project management and self-directed learning skills 
●​ Present the final project in a live performance or academic presentation 
●​ Reflect on personal artistic growth and professional development 

 
 
Course Title: Repertoire​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites:  Instructor approval required 
 
Repertoire is designed for an instructor to critique and mentor students who are close to or at 
performance level. The instructor gives technical and/or advice and the audience learns by 
listening, observing, and applying any suggestions to their own practice.  
 
 
Course Title: Master Class Seminar​ ​ ​ Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites:  Instructor approval required 

This advanced seminar is designed for students, artists, and creatives seeking to refine their craft 
through in-depth exploration of artistic techniques, conceptual development, and professional 
practices. Each session features guest speakers, guest artists to conduct expert-led discussions, 
hands-on workshops, and critiques, allowing students to engage with various art forms and 
professionals.Through guided projects and mentorship, students will push the boundaries of their 
artistic expression while building a portfolio and gaining insights. The seminar also emphasizes  
networking, development, and expansion of their craft. 

 
 
 
 



 

Academy of Music Production and Recording Course Descriptions 
 

Course Title: Music and Audio Production I​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Music and Audio Production I introduces students to the fundamental techniques and 
technologies used in music and audio production. The course covers essential topics such as 
audio recording, mixing, editing, and the use of digital audio workstations (DAWs). Students will 
learn how to capture high-quality sound, work with microphones, and manipulate audio tracks to 
create polished musical recordings. Through hands-on projects and practical exercises, students 
will gain experience in both the creative and technical aspects of producing music and audio for 
various media applications, including film, television, and live performance. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand the basics of audio recording, including microphone types, placement, and 
signal flow 

●​ Develop skills in using digital audio workstations (DAWs) for editing and mixing music 
●​ Learn the principles of audio effects, equalization, compression, and reverb 
●​ Explore the production process from recording to final mixdown 
●​ Gain hands-on experience producing original music or audio projects 

 
 
 
Course Title: Music and Audio Production II​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Credit 
 Prerequisites: Music and Audio Production I  
 
Course Description: 
Music and Audio Production II builds on the foundational skills acquired in Music and Audio 
Production I, advancing students' understanding of the production process and introducing more 
complex techniques in recording, mixing, and sound design. This course emphasizes advanced 
digital audio workstation (DAW) functions, multi-track recording, and creative audio processing. 
Students will work on larger-scale music and audio projects, including the production of original 
songs, soundtracks, or commercial audio for media. Students will refine their production 
techniques and gain experience in preparing professional-level audio for distribution. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Master advanced DAW functions for recording, editing, and mixing 
●​ Develop skills in multi-track recording and working with various instruments and vocal 

arrangements 
●​ Explore advanced audio processing techniques, such as automation, sound synthesis, and 

mastering 
●​ Collaborate on larger-scale music and audio projects, enhancing production workflows 
●​ Prepare professional-quality audio mixes for distribution, applying industry standards 

 
 
 



 

Course Title: Music and Audio Production III​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Credit 
Prerequisites: Completion of Music and Audio Production II 
 
Music and Audio Production III is an advanced course designed for students who are ready to 
master professional-level production techniques and explore the complexities of producing music 
and audio for various media. The course focuses on advanced sound design, mastering, surround 
sound, and working in professional studio environments. Students will produce fully developed 
music or audio projects, incorporating creative and technical skills acquired throughout their 
previous studies. The curriculum emphasizes industry standards, project management, and 
preparing final products for commercial release or distribution in film, television, and digital 
platforms. This course is designed for students aiming to pursue professional careers in music 
production, sound engineering, or audio post-production, providing them with the expertise 
needed to manage complex projects and deliver high-quality audio for various media formats. 
 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Master advanced mixing, mastering, and audio processing techniques 
●​ Explore sound design for media, including film, TV, games, and interactive platforms 
●​ Work with surround sound and multi-channel audio formats 
●​ Manage large-scale projects from concept to completion, following industry-standard 

workflows 
●​ Prepare final audio productions for commercial distribution, adhering to professional 

standards 
 
 
Course Title: Piano I​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit​
Prerequisites: None 
 
Piano I is designed for students with little to no prior experience playing the piano. This course 
covers the fundamentals of piano playing, including basic music theory, note reading, proper 
hand positioning, rhythm, and technique. Students will learn to play simple melodies, scales, 
chords, and progressions, as well as develop skills in sight-reading and ear training. Emphasis is 
placed on building a strong musical foundation, fostering creativity, and encouraging personal 
expression through music. Students will have the opportunity to perform individually and in 
small groups, allowing them to gain confidence in their playing abilities.  
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Learn the basics of piano technique, including posture, hand positioning, and finger 
movement. 

●​ Read and interpret music notation, including treble and bass clefs. 
●​ Develop rhythmic accuracy and timing through scales, chords, and simple pieces. 
●​ Understand and apply basic music theory concepts, such as scales, key signatures, and 

chord progressions. 
●​ Cultivate listening skills for musical interpretation. 
●​ Perform beginner-level piano pieces with expression and confidence. 

  



 

Course Title: Ear Training I​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit​
Prerequisites: None 
 
Ear Training I is designed to develop students' aural skills, enabling them to recognize, 
understand, and reproduce musical elements by ear. The course focuses on the fundamental 
aspects of pitch, rhythm, intervals, and chords through both listening exercises and 
vocal/instrumental practice. Students will learn to identify and transcribe melodies, harmonies, 
and rhythms, enhancing their overall musicianship and ability to perform, compose, and analyze 
music. Students will engage in sight-singing, rhythmic dictation, and melodic and harmonic 
dictation.  
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop the ability to identify and sing intervals, scales, and basic chord structures. 
●​ Improve rhythmic accuracy and recognition through clapping and vocal exercises. 
●​ Transcribe simple melodies and harmonic progressions by ear. 
●​ Enhance sight-singing skills using solfège and other techniques. 
●​ Recognize and understand basic musical forms and structures through listening exercises. 
●​ Build a strong foundation for further study in music theory and performance. 

 
 
Course Title: Music Theory I​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit​
Prerequisites: None 
 
Music Theory is designed to give students a comprehensive understanding of the fundamental 
concepts that shape Western music. This course covers essential topics such as notation, scales, 
intervals, key signatures, rhythm, harmony, and form. Students will learn to analyze and 
compose music using these principles, developing both their technical skills and creative 
abilities. Students will engage in composing, harmonizing melodies, and analyzing various 
musical works across different genres.  
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand and apply fundamental music theory concepts such as scales, intervals, key 
signatures, and chords. 

●​ Analyze musical structures, including melody, harmony, rhythm, and form. 
●​ Develop skills in harmonization and voice leading. 
●​ Compose simple melodies and harmonic progressions. 
●​ Enhance aural skills through ear training, including interval and chord identification. 
●​ Improve sight-singing abilities to connect theoretical knowledge with performance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Course Title: Music History​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Music History offers an in-depth exploration of the rich and diverse history of music, from 
ancient times to the present day. Students will journey through key periods such as the Medieval, 
Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, Romantic, and Modern eras, learning about the evolution of 
musical styles, forms, and cultural contexts. By examining the lives and works of influential 
composers and musicians, students will gain insight into how historical events, societal changes, 
and technological advancements have shaped the development of music.  
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Gain a comprehensive understanding of the chronological development of Western music 
●​ Identify key musical forms, genres, and styles from different historical periods 
●​ Analyze the social, cultural, and political factors that influenced the evolution of music 
●​ Develop critical listening and analytical skills through study of representative musical 

works 
●​ Explore the impact of major composers and performers on music history 

 
 
 
Course Title: Vocal Performance Ensemble​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Credit 
Prerequisites: Instructor placement approval required 
 
Vocal Ensemble provides singers with the opportunity to participate in a collaborative vocal 
ensemble, focusing on the preparation and performance of choral and small group works. 
Students will explore a diverse range of repertoire, from classical and contemporary choral music 
to jazz, gospel, and world music. Emphasis will be placed on vocal technique, blending, 
harmony, and ensemble dynamics, as well as performance skills. Through regular rehearsals and 
guided instruction, students will develop their musicianship and stage presence, culminating in a 
live performance at the end of the course. This course is designed for vocalists seeking to 
improve their individual proficiency, develop a deeper understanding of choral music, and gain 
valuable performance experience. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop vocal ensemble performance skills, including blending, intonation, and harmony 
●​ Explore and perform diverse repertoire from various genres and musical traditions 
●​ Enhance individual vocal technique within an ensemble setting 
●​ Improve sight-singing and musical interpretation abilities 
●​ Build confidence and stage presence through live performances 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Course Title: Film and TV Production I​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Credit 
Prerequisites: None  
 
Film and TV Production I immerses students in the fundamentals of production for film and 
television. Students will gain hands-on experience in various aspects of the production process, 
including pre-production planning, scripting, cinematography, sound recording, and editing. The 
curriculum emphasizes the collaborative nature of filmmaking, with students working in teams to 
produce short projects that allow them to apply their learned skills. Through lectures, workshops, 
and practical exercises, students will explore the technical and creative elements that contribute 
to successful film and television productions. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand the basic principles of film and television production, including the roles and 
responsibilities of each crew member 

●​ Develop skills in scripting, storyboarding, and shot composition 
●​ Gain hands-on experience in operating cameras, lighting equipment, and sound recording 

devices 
●​ Learn the fundamentals of editing and post-production techniques 
●​ Collaborate effectively with peers to plan and execute short film or television projects 

 
 
Course Title: Music Composition/Songwriting ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Credit 
Prerequisites: Basic knowledge of music theory and proficiency in an instrument or voice is 
required. 
 
Music Composition/Songwriting offers students a hands-on introduction to the art of 
composition and songwriting, providing the tools to create original music across a range of styles 
and genres. Students will explore key elements of melody, harmony, rhythm, and song structure, 
while also developing their own unique creative voice. Students will compose original works, 
both instrumental and vocal, and learn techniques for writing effective lyrics, arranging, and 
orchestrating. This course is ideal for aspiring composers and songwriters looking to express 
their creativity and craft original music. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop skills in composing original music and writing songs 
●​ Understand and apply key elements of song structure, melody, harmony, and rhythm 
●​ Explore lyric writing and its relationship to music 
●​ Learn arranging techniques and how to effectively orchestrate compositions 
●​ Refine compositions through peer review and guided instruction 

 

 

 

 



 

Course Title: Music Studio Design and Acoustics​​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Credit 
Prerequisites: Advanced Music Production and Recording 
 
 Music Studio Design and Acoustics is a specialized course focused on the principles of creating 
and optimizing sound environments for music production. Students will learn about the essential 
elements of studio design, including layout, equipment selection, and acoustic treatment. The 
course covers key concepts in acoustics, such as sound behavior, wave propagation, and how to 
manage sound reflections, absorption, and diffusion within a space. Students will gain practical 
experience in designing studio spaces that enhance sound quality and functionality for recording, 
mixing, and mastering. This course is designed for aspiring audio engineers, music producers, 
and anyone interested in the technical aspects of sound and studio environments, providing 
essential knowledge and skills for creating high-quality music production spaces. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand the fundamental principles of acoustics and sound behavior 
●​ Explore the elements of effective studio design, including room dimensions, layout, and 

equipment selection 
●​ Learn about acoustic treatment techniques to improve sound quality in recording spaces 
●​ Analyze existing studio designs and identify strengths and weaknesses 
●​ Develop a comprehensive studio design project that incorporates acoustic principles and 

functional requirements. 

 

Course Description: Recording Studio Practicum​​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Credit 
Prerequisites:  Instructor approval required 

Recording Studio Practicum is a hands-on, experience-driven course that immerses students in 
the real-world workflow of a professional recording studio. Designed for advanced students with 
foundational knowledge in audio production, this practicum bridges the gap between classroom 
learning and industry practice. Students will take on key studio roles—such as recording 
engineer, producer, and assistant—while managing live sessions, operating professional-grade 
equipment, and collaborating with artists and peers. 

Through guided mentorship and project-based learning, students will gain technical mastery of 
recording, mixing, and mastering processes, while also building essential skills in studio 
etiquette, time management, and creative collaboration.  

Course Objectives: 

●​ Demonstrate professional studio etiquette and effective communication in a collaborative 
recording environment. 

●​ Operate industry-standard recording equipment and software, including microphones, 
interfaces, consoles, and DAWs. 



 

●​ Manage and engineer complete recording sessions from pre-production to final mixdown. 
●​ Apply advanced mixing and mastering techniques to enhance audio quality and prepare 

files for distribution. 
●​ Troubleshoot technical issues and perform basic studio maintenance with attention to 

safety and workflow efficiency. 
●​ Adapt to multiple studio roles, including engineer, producer, artist liaison, and assistant. 
●​ Build and present a personal portfolio showcasing original or client-based studio projects. 

 

Course Title: Show Production​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Show Production is an in-depth exploration of the creative and technical aspects of live show 
production. Students will learn how to plan, organize, and execute live performances, including 
concerts, theater productions, and other events. Key topics include stage design, lighting, sound 
engineering, set construction, and production management. Students will gain practical 
experience in coordinating all elements of a live show, from pre-production to performance. This 
course is designed for students interested in the behind-the-scenes work of live performances, 
offering valuable skills for careers in the entertainment industry, event management, and 
technical production. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Gain a comprehensive understanding of the live show production process 
●​ Learn the technical aspects of sound, lighting, and stage design 
●​ Develop project management and organizational skills for event production 
●​ Collaborate with a team to produce a live performance 
●​ Understand the role of production in enhancing the audience’s experience 

 
 
Course Title: Professional Preparation for Music Production and Recording Career 
.5 Credit 
Prerequisites: Advanced Music Production and Recording proficiency 
 
Professional Preparation for a Music Production and Recording Career is designed to provide 
students with the practical skills, industry knowledge, and professional strategies needed to 
launch and sustain a successful career in music production and recording. The course covers key 
topics such as portfolio development, networking, industry trends, and the business aspects of the 
music industry, including contracts, publishing, royalties, and copyright. Students will also learn 
how to market their work, establish a personal brand, and navigate freelancing or working in 
studio environments. Practical workshops and industry guest speakers will offer valuable insights 
into real-world scenarios and career pathways. This course is designed for aspiring music 
producers, sound engineers, and recording artists who want to enter the professional music 
industry with the knowledge and confidence to succeed. 
 



 

Course Objectives: 
●​ Explore career paths within music production, recording, and sound engineering 
●​ Build a professional portfolio, including demo reels, track samples, and project 

showcases 
●​ Understand the business and legal aspects of the industry, such as contracts, royalties, and 

copyright 
●​ Develop effective networking strategies and industry relationships to advance your career 
●​ Learn how to market your skills, brand yourself, and pursue freelance or studio-based 

opportunities 
 
 
Course Title: Capstone Project (Development and Graduation Exhibition) 
Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites: Instructor approval required 
 
Capstone Project is the culminating course for advanced arts students, allowing them to 
showcase their mastery through an individualized, large-scale performance or research project. 
Students will design and execute a personalized project that reflects their artistic growth, 
technical proficiency, and musical interests. Options include preparing a solo recital, conducting 
an ensemble, composing an original work, or completing a research project on a relevant topic. 
Throughout the course, students will receive guidance from faculty, engage in peer feedback, and 
present their project to an audience in a final performance or presentation. This course is 
designed for students nearing the completion of their studies to demonstrate their readiness for 
professional performance, teaching, or further academic pursuits in their chosen arts academy. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop and execute a comprehensive capstone project that reflects individual artistic 
and technical abilities 

●​ Apply advanced techniques and concepts in a professional setting 
●​ Enhance project management and self-directed learning skills 
●​ Present the final project in a live performance or academic presentation 
●​ Reflect on personal artistic growth and professional development 

 
 
Course Title: Repertoire​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites:  Instructor approval required 
 
Repertoire is designed for an instructor to critique and mentor students who are close to or at 
performance level. The instructor gives technical and/or advice and the audience learns by 
listening, observing, and applying any suggestions to their own practice.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Course Title: Master Class Seminar​ ​ ​ ​ Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites:  Instructor approval required 

This advanced seminar is designed for students, artists, and creatives seeking to refine their craft 
through in-depth exploration of artistic techniques, conceptual development, and professional 
practices. Each session features guest speakers, guest artists to conduct expert-led discussions, 
hands-on workshops, and critiques, allowing students to engage with various art forms and 
professionals.Through guided projects and mentorship, students will push the boundaries of their 
artistic expression while building a portfolio and gaining insights. The seminar also emphasizes  
networking, development, and expansion of their craft. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Academy of Visual Arts Course Descriptions 
 

Course Title: Arts History​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Arts History is an in-depth exploration of the development of visual arts across cultures and time 
periods, from ancient civilizations to contemporary movements. The course examines major 
works of art, artistic techniques, and the cultural, social, and political contexts that shaped artistic 
expression throughout history. Students will study a wide range of mediums, including painting, 
sculpture, architecture, and more, while learning to critically analyze the formal elements and 
symbolism of artworks. Students will develop an understanding of how art reflects and 
influences society. 
 

Course Objectives: 

●​ Gain an understanding of key periods, movements, and artists in art history 
●​ Analyze works of art in terms of style, technique, and historical context 
●​ Explore the relationship between art and the social, political, and cultural factors that 

influence it 
●​ Develop critical thinking and research skills through the study of primary and secondary 

sources 
●​ Appreciate the evolution of artistic expression across various cultures and time periods 

 

Course Title: 2D Design​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
2D Design introduces students to the fundamental principles and elements of two-dimensional 
visual art and design. Through hands-on projects and exercises, students will explore 
composition, color theory, line, shape, texture, and space while learning how these elements 
interact to create cohesive and compelling designs. The course covers a range of media and 
techniques, including drawing, painting, and digital tools, allowing students to develop their 
creative and technical skills. Emphasis is placed on problem-solving, conceptual development, 
and the critical analysis of design works. 
 

Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand the basic elements and principles of 2D design, including composition and 
color theory 

●​ Develop skills in using various materials and techniques to create two-dimensional 
artworks 

●​ Explore conceptual thinking and problem-solving through design projects 
●​ Analyze and critique design works, focusing on formal elements and creativity 



 

Course Title: Drawing I​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Semester Credit 
 Prerequisites: None 

 Drawing I focuses on developing fundamental drawing skills, observational techniques, and 
creative expression. Students will explore essential concepts such as line, shape, form, value, 
texture, proportion, and perspective through a variety of drawing exercises and projects. Using 
different drawing media, students will learn to accurately depict objects, landscapes, and figures 
while building confidence in their artistic abilities. The course emphasizes both technical skill 
development and personal artistic exploration. 

Course Objectives:​
Demonstrate an understanding of fundamental drawing techniques, including contour, gesture, 
and shading. 

●​ Apply the principles of composition, proportion, and perspective in their work. 
●​ Develop observational skills to improve accuracy in drawing from life. 
●​ Experiment with a range of drawing materials, including graphite, charcoal, ink, and 

pastels. 
●​ Utilize value and contrast to create depth and dimension in drawings. 
●​ Critically analyze and discuss their own work and the work of others using art 

terminology. 
●​ Develop a personal approach to drawing through creative problem-solving and 

exploration. 

 
Course Title: Drawing II​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Semester Credit​  
Prerequisite: Drawing I 

Course Description: 

Drawing II is designed to build upon the foundational skills developed in Drawing I. This course 
emphasizes advanced techniques in observational drawing, composition, and creative expression. 
Students will explore a broader range of media, including ink, colored pencil, and mixed media, 
while experimenting with various artistic styles and conceptual approaches. Through in-depth 
projects and critiques, students will refine their technical abilities, and develop personal artistic 
voices. 

Course Objectives: 

●​ Apply advanced drawing techniques, including cross-hatching, stippling, and blending, to 
enhance form and texture. 

●​ Utilize complex compositional strategies to create dynamic and engaging artworks. 
●​ Demonstrate proficiency in perspective, foreshortening, and figure drawing. 
●​ Experiment with a variety of drawing media and mixed-media techniques. 
●​ Develop a personal style and conceptual approach to drawing. 
●​ Engage in constructive critiques to analyze and improve their own work and that of their peers. 

 



 

Course Title: Painting I​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Semester Credit 
Prerequisite: None 

Course Description: 

Painting I is designed to develop fundamental painting skills, techniques, and artistic expression. 
Students will explore color theory, composition, and various painting methods using acrylic and 
watercolor. Through guided exercises and creative projects, students will learn brush handling, 
blending, layering, and texture application. Emphasis will be placed on observational painting, 
conceptual development, and personal expression. By the end of the course, students will have a 
strong foundation in painting principles. 

Course Objectives:​
 

●​ Demonstrate an understanding of basic painting techniques, including color mixing, 
blending, and layering. 

●​ Apply the principles of composition, value, and perspective in their paintings. 
●​ Utilize color theory to create harmony, contrast, and mood in their work. 
●​ Experiment with different brushwork techniques and surface textures. 
●​ Develop observational skills by painting from life, photographs, and imagination. 
●​ Critically analyze and discuss their own work and the work of others using art 

terminology. 
●​ Explore personal artistic expression through creative problem-solving and 

experimentation. 

 
Course Title: Painting II​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Semester Credit 
Prerequisite: Painting I 

Course Description:​
Painting II is designed to expand upon the foundational skills developed in Painting I. This 
course emphasizes advanced techniques, color theory applications, and personal artistic 
expression. Students will explore a variety of painting styles, mediums, and conceptual 
approaches, working with acrylic, watercolor, and mixed media. Through guided instruction and 
independent projects, students will refine their technical skills, experiment with abstraction and 
realism, and develop a cohesive body of work. Critical analysis and group critiques will help 
students articulate their artistic choices and strengthen their visual communication. 

Course Objectives: 

●​ Apply advanced painting techniques, including glazing, impasto, and scumbling. 
●​ Utilize color, composition, and texture to create visually compelling artwork. 
●​ Experiment with different painting styles, from realism to abstraction. 
●​ Develop a personal artistic voice through self-directed projects. 
●​ Analyze and interpret historical and contemporary painting techniques. 
●​ Engage in constructive critiques to refine artistic decision-making. 



 

 
Course Title: Specialized Mediums ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Semester Credit 
Prerequisites: Advanced Visual Arts proficiency 
 
Arts Specialized Mediums allows students to explore a range of non-traditional and specialized 
artistic mediums, such as printmaking, ceramics, textiles, mixed media, sculpture, and digital art. 
Students will gain hands-on experience with various tools and techniques specific to each 
medium while developing their own creative projects. Emphasis is placed on experimentation, 
personal expression, and the integration of multiple mediums to produce innovative artworks. 
Through critiques and discussions, students will refine their conceptual and technical skills and 
gain a deeper understanding of how different materials influence artistic practice. This course is 
ideal for students seeking to broaden their artistic repertoire and experiment with innovative 
materials and techniques in order to develop a distinctive artistic voice. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Explore a variety of specialized artistic mediums and their unique techniques 
●​ Develop skills in handling diverse materials such as clay, textiles, and digital tools 
●​ Experiment with mixed media and interdisciplinary approaches to artmaking 
●​ Create a body of work that reflects personal artistic exploration and mastery of 

specialized techniques 
●​ Engage in critical discussions and critiques to refine technical proficiency and conceptual 

depth 
 
 
Course Title: Color Theory​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Color Theory is an in-depth exploration of the principles and psychological effects of color in 
visual art and design. Students will learn about the color wheel, color harmonies, and the science 
behind color perception, including how colors interact with one another. The course covers both 
the technical aspects of color mixing and application, as well as the emotional and symbolic 
meanings of color. Students will gain a strong foundation in using color effectively to enhance 
visual compositions and communicate ideas. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand the basic principles of color theory, including the color wheel and color 
harmonies 

●​ Learn how colors influence perception and mood, and how to apply this in art and design 
●​ Develop technical skills in mixing and applying color through various media 
●​ Explore the symbolic and cultural meanings of color throughout history 
●​ Apply color theory to create balanced, dynamic compositions in visual art projects 

 

 

 



 

Course Title: Digital Arts/Imaging ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Digital Arts/Imaging explores the creative possibilities of digital tools and technologies in visual 
art. Students will learn to use industry-standard software and hardware to create, manipulate, and 
enhance digital images. The course covers the fundamentals of digital composition, photo 
editing, digital painting, and graphic design, with a focus on artistic expression and visual 
storytelling. Students will gain practical experience in digital image creation, while also 
developing an understanding of the aesthetic and conceptual considerations unique to digital art. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop proficiency in using digital imaging software (e.g., Adobe Photoshop, 
Illustrator) 

●​ Understand the principles of composition, color, and design in the digital medium 
●​ Learn techniques for digital painting, photo manipulation, and graphic creation 
●​ Explore the artistic and conceptual possibilities of digital media 

 

Course Title: Sculpture ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Semester Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Sculpture I focuses on fundamental principles, techniques, and materials used in 
three-dimensional art. This course covers essential sculpting methods such as modeling, carving, 
casting, and constructing, using materials like clay, plaster, wood, and found objects. Students 
will explore form, volume, texture, and space, learning how to translate concepts into tangible 
artworks. Students will develop technical skills, creative problem-solving abilities, and an 
understanding of sculpture's role in historical and contemporary contexts. Regular critiques will 
help students refine their approach and artistic vision. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Learn the basic techniques of sculpting, including modeling, carving, and assembling 
●​ Explore various sculptural materials such as clay, plaster, and wood 
●​ Understand the principles of form, volume, and spatial relationships in three-dimensional 

art 
●​ Develop creative problem-solving skills in designing and executing sculptures 
●​ Analyze and critique sculptures to improve technical proficiency and conceptual depth 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Course Title: Ceramics  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Semester Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Ceramics I focuses on the fundamental techniques and concepts of working with clay. Students 
will learn various hand-building methods, including pinch, coil, and slab construction, as well as 
the basics of wheel throwing. The course covers essential topics such as surface decoration, 
glazing, and firing processes. Students will develop their skills in creating functional and 
sculptural ceramic forms, while gaining an understanding of the properties of clay and the artistic 
possibilities it offers. Regular critiques and discussions will foster a supportive learning 
environment and encourage personal artistic expression. 
 

Course Objectives: 
●​ Master basic hand-building techniques and introductory wheel-throwing skills 
●​ Understand the properties of different types of clay and how they affect the sculpting 

process 
●​ Explore surface decoration techniques, including glazing, underglazing, and slip trailing 
●​ Learn about the firing process and the different types of kilns used in ceramics 

 
 
 
 
Course Title: Contemporary Art Practices​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 
Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Contemporary Art Practices examines the diverse methodologies, concepts, and trends in the art 
world from the late 20th century to the present. This course explores how contemporary artists 
address social, political, and cultural issues through various mediums, including painting, 
sculpture, installation, performance, and digital art. Students will engage with both theoretical 
and practical aspects of contemporary art, studying significant movements and influential artists 
while also developing their own creative projects. Emphasis will be placed on critical thinking, 
experimentation, and the exploration of personal artistic voices. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Analyze key movements, themes, and figures in contemporary art 
●​ Explore a variety of artistic practices and mediums used by contemporary artists 
●​ Develop a personal artistic practice that reflects contemporary issues and concepts 
●​ Engage in critical discussions and critiques to deepen understanding of contemporary 

artworks 
●​ Create original artworks that respond to contemporary themes and demonstrate technical 

and conceptual growth 
 
 
 
  



 

Course Title: Art Studio​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 Credit 
Prerequisite: Instructor approval or successful completion of advanced-level art courses. 

Course Description:​
Art Studio is designed for students who are ready to push the boundaries of their artistic practice 
through independent exploration, experimentation, and conceptual development. This course 
provides a studio environment where students can refine their technical skills, develop personal 
themes, and work on self-directed projects across various media, including digital art, painting, 
drawing, sculpture, and mixed media. Emphasis is placed on creative problem-solving, artistic 
research, and professional portfolio development. Through critiques, discussions, and exhibition 
opportunities, students will strengthen their ability to articulate their artistic vision and prepare 
for future artistic pursuits in higher education or professional fields. 

Course Objectives:​
  

●​ Develop and execute self-directed projects that demonstrate technical proficiency and conceptual 
depth. 

●​ Experiment with multiple artistic media, including traditional and digital techniques. 
●​ Research and integrate historical and contemporary influences into their work. 
●​ Engage in critical analysis and articulate artistic intent through written and verbal critiques. 
●​ Prepare a professional portfolio showcasing their best work. 
●​ Participate in exhibitions and presentations to gain experience in professional art practices. 
●​ Demonstrate independent thinking, creativity, and personal artistic growth. 

 
Course Title: Art Marketing and Distribution​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: Advanced Visual Arts proficiency 
 
Art Marketing and Distribution is designed to equip students with the knowledge and skills 
necessary to effectively promote and sell artwork in various contexts. The course covers essential 
topics such as branding, market analysis, audience engagement, pricing strategies, and the use of 
digital platforms for marketing. Students will explore the intricacies of art distribution channels, 
including galleries, online platforms, and art fairs, while learning how to build a personal brand 
and cultivate a professional network. Practical assignments will allow students to develop 
marketing materials and strategies for their own artwork or that of others. This course is designed 
for aspiring artists, curators, and art professionals who want to gain insight into the marketing 
and distribution processes that drive success in the art market. It provides practical tools and 
strategies to navigate the complexities of promoting and selling art in today’s dynamic landscape. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Understand the principles of marketing as they apply to the art world 
●​ Develop effective branding and promotional strategies for artists and artworks 
●​ Analyze target audiences and market trends to enhance art sales 
●​ Explore various distribution channels and their relevance to art marketing 
●​ Create marketing materials, including portfolios, social media content, and press releases 

 



 

 
Course Title: Show Production​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ .5 Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Show Production is an in-depth exploration of the creative and technical aspects of live show 
production. Students will learn how to plan, organize, and execute live performances, including 
concerts, theater productions, and other events. Key topics include stage design, lighting, sound 
engineering, set construction, and production management. Students will gain practical 
experience in coordinating all elements of a live show, from pre-production to performance. This 
course is designed for students interested in the behind-the-scenes work of live performances, 
offering valuable skills for careers in the entertainment industry, event management, and 
technical production. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Gain a comprehensive understanding of the live show production process 
●​ Learn the technical aspects of sound, lighting, and stage design 
●​ Develop project management and organizational skills for event production 
●​ Collaborate with a team to produce a live performance 
●​ Understand the role of production in enhancing the audience’s experience 

 
 
 
Course Title: Professional Preparation for a Visual Arts Career​ .5 Semester Credit 
Prerequisites: Advanced Visual Arts proficiency 
 
Professional Preparation for a Visual Arts Career is designed to equip students with the essential 
skills, knowledge, and strategies needed to successfully navigate the competitive field of visual 
arts. This course covers a range of topics, including portfolio development, networking, 
self-promotion, and understanding the business aspects of being a professional artist. Students 
will engage in industry discussions and real-world projects to cultivate their artistic voice while 
learning how to market themselves effectively. Guest speakers from various sectors of the visual 
arts industry will provide valuable insights into career pathways and opportunities. This course is 
designed for students preparing to enter the professional world of visual arts, providing them 
with the tools and confidence needed to pursue their artistic careers and establish a sustainable 
practice. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop a professional portfolio that showcases artistic skills and personal style 
●​ Understand the various career paths available in the visual arts, including fine arts, 

graphic design, illustration, and more 
●​ Learn effective networking strategies and how to build relationships within the art 

community 
●​ Explore the business aspects of being an artist, including contracts, pricing, and copyright 
●​ Create a personal brand and marketing plan to promote artistic work 

 

 



 

Course Title: Capstone Project (Development and Graduation Exhibition) 
Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites: Instructor approval required 
 
Capstone Project is the culminating course for advanced arts students, allowing them to 
showcase their mastery through an individualized, large-scale performance or research project. 
Students will design and execute a personalized project that reflects their artistic growth, 
technical proficiency, and musical interests. Options include preparing a solo recital, conducting 
an ensemble, composing an original work, or completing a research project on a relevant topic. 
Throughout the course, students will receive guidance from faculty, engage in peer feedback, and 
present their project to an audience in a final performance or presentation. This course is 
designed for students nearing the completion of their studies to demonstrate their readiness for 
professional performance, teaching, or further academic pursuits in their chosen arts academy. 
 
Course Objectives: 

●​ Develop and execute a comprehensive capstone project that reflects individual artistic 
and technical abilities 

●​ Apply advanced techniques and concepts in a professional setting 
●​ Enhance project management and self-directed learning skills 
●​ Present the final project in a live performance or academic presentation 
●​ Reflect on personal artistic growth and professional development 

 
 
Course Title: Repertoire​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites:  Instructor approval required 
 
Repertoire is designed for an instructor to critique and mentor students who are close to or at 
performance level. The instructor gives technical and/or advice and the audience learns by 
listening, observing, and applying any suggestions to their own practice.  
 
 
Course Title: Master Class Seminar​ ​ ​ Graduation Requirement 
Prerequisites:  Instructor approval required 

This advanced seminar is designed for students, artists, and creatives seeking to refine their craft 
through in-depth exploration of artistic techniques, conceptual development, and professional 
practices. Each session features guest speakers, guest artists to conduct expert-led discussions, 
hands-on workshops, and critiques, allowing students to engage with various art forms and 
professionals. Through guided projects and mentorship, students will push the boundaries of 
their artistic expression while building a portfolio and gaining insights. The seminar also 
emphasizes  networking, development, and expansion of their craft. 

 
 


